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FAMOUS MINERAL LOCALITIES. 4. THE JOPLIN
DISTRICT

A. C. HAWKINS AND E. T. WTIERRY

Houslotr, Texas, and Waslvin4ton, D, C.

t I"f"*trrtion as to location of mines, geology, ete., mav be obtained fronr
Lhe Jop.Iin fblzo (No. 148) and from Buileltin N6.'OOO, both'issuerJ try ttrc U. S.
Geological Survey.
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these afrorded some very fine nearly transparent cleavages of an

of a shattered stratum of white chert, which lies practically
horizontal, so that there is usually but one level, the whole bed
being mined out, leaving a few pillars here and there. The
ore-bearing stratum is very porous, with openings of all sizes up

specimens.
Finally, the remarkable " crystal cave" in the outskirts of Joplin,

near the western end of Grav Avenue. deserves mention. It is a
cavern some 200 feet wide, "900 feet long and 20 feet high, with
walls thickly studded with enormous calcite crystals. The
crystals are rhombohedrons modified by flat scalenohedral faces,
and are mostly dull yellow in color. They are flattened in grou'th
in a plane parallel to the rock wall to which they are attached.
Many of them arc 2 feet, long and a foot in thickness, and show
phantom growths within them outlined by layers of tiny bright
marcasite crystals or zones of a rich purple color. Unfortunately
their softness has led to some disfigurement of those within reaclr
of the initial-carving public, but a considerable number are unde-
filed. Mr. A. C. Roach, rvho owns the cave, has fitted it with
stairways and electric lights, and the mineralogist should cer-
tainly allow an hour or trvo for a visit to this unique occulrence.




