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Chai rman Roberts, Senator Reed, distinguished nenbers of the Committee,
it is an honor to appear before you today to discuss illegal narcotics
trafficking in Afghanistan, its relation to narco-terrorism and the prograns
we are developing to help counter this problemin collaboration wth other
agenci es and governnents. W appreciate Congress’ support of the DoD
counter-narcotics programin |last year’'s supplenmental appropriations bill

particularly in regard to our efforts related to Afghanistan

As you know, U. S. Central Command is currently focused on defeating
transnational terrorismand creating secure and stable environments in lragq
and Af ghani stan. However, the broader CENTCOM area of responsibility
enconpasses the geographi ¢ and ideol ogi cal heart of the gl obal war on terror
a war without borders that spans all twenty-five countries in the region
The overt war on terror began in Afghanistan and a stable, denocratic,
economcally viable state there will provide an alternative to the terrorist

vision of a future characterized by oppressi on and prol onged conflict.

The narcotics problemin Afghani stan presents a special challenge. The
i nternational community and Afghan | eadership, with the support of the United
States and other Coalition allies, are addressing this challenge. The United
Ki ngdom has the international |ead in Afghanistan and with key Afghan
| eaders, including President Karzai and Mnister of Interior Jalali, are
begi nning to take action against the narcotics trade. This problemrequires
a conprehensive, sustained effort chanpioned by the Afghan governnent.
Techni cal help and resources fromthe United Kingdom United States and the
international conmmunity will greatly enhance the Afghan government’s

ef fectiveness in conbating this destructive trade.



The U. S. Central Conmmand counter-narcotics program for Afghani stan and
the surrounding Central Asian States is being devel oped in coordination with
the State Departnent’s efforts to inprove | aw enforcenent in Afghani stan and
conpliment the prograns devel oped by the United Kingdom |In the short term
we will focus our efforts on direct assistance to the Afghan governnent that
establishes a nore effective counter-narcotics capability.

Central Command will focus the $73 million dollars made available in
the FY 2004 Suppl emental for Afghanistan’s counter- narcoterrorismprogramto
disrupt the illicit drug trafficking that supports terrorist elenments in
Af ghani stan. These groups include Taliban remants, Al Qa'ida operatives and
| eaders, other extrem st elenents |ike Gul buddin Hekmatyar’s Hizb-1-1slani,

as well as Afghan crimnal gangs and transnational crimnal elenents.

The suppl enental funding that Congress has approved wll assist

Coalition, host nation, contractor and other governnental agencies to:

« Mnitor traditional overland snuggling routes from Af ghanistan to the
borderi ng nations through the construction of border contro
checkpoi nts and the enpl oynent of sensor technol ogy.

e Equi p Afghan counter-narcotics units and | aw enforcenment agencies to
conduct interdiction operations against narcotraffickers.

e Provide Afghanistan with the comunications connectivity necessary to
rapidly respond to narcoterrorist threats with synchroni zed i nteragency
operations.

e Establish an interagency counter-narcotics intelligence fusion center
to gather, collect, process and dissemnate information |eading to
actionable intelligence. This will enhance operations by U S |[|aw

enforcenent officers, Provincial Reconstruction Team | aw enf or cenent



liaison cells, Coalition forces, the Drug Enforcenent Administration
the Crimes and Narcotics Center, United Kingdom | aw enforcement and
intelligence agencies, and other governnental agencies represented in
the region.

Conduct an Afghan counter-narcoterrorism public awareness programin
concert with the Departnent of State that hel ps the Afghan interior
mnistry develop a public affairs capability.

Provi de equi pnent and ot her support in concert with United Ki ngdom

operations agai nst narcoterrorist activities in Afghanistan

Conduct Maritinme Interception Operations (MO and nonitor vessels
suspected of transporting narcotics and/or terrorists based on

actionabl e intelligence.

U. S. CENTCOM vi ews narcotrafficking as a significant obstacle to
the political and econom c reconstruction of Afghanistan. The revenue
generated from poppy cultivation provides resources for extrem sts and
the snmuggling infrastructure that supports narcotics trafficking
facilitates terrorist transportation and |ogistics. Local terrorist
and crimnal |eaders have a vested interest in using the profits from
narcotics to oppose the central government and underm ne the security
and stability of Afghanistan. As a result, the DoD counter-narcotics
programin Afghanistan is a key el ement of our canpai gn agai nst

terrorism

As inportant as our contribution to the DoD counter-narcotics
programis, the underlying causes for the growh of narcotrafficking
must be addressed. Farners are hard pressed to cultivate cash crops

that can provide revenue for their famlies and villages. Poppies are



notoriously easy to grow, and their market value nmakes it difficult for
legitimate crops to conpete. Additionally, narcoterrorists prey upon
farnmers who do not produce, contributing to a |lack of confidence at the
local level in the capability of the central government to provide
adequate security. W nust not only target poppy production and
trafficking, we nust also inplenment holistic initiatives that enhance
the economy and agriculture to provide alternatives to the opium
growers if we are to be ultimately successful in elininating narcotics

proliferation in Afghanistan and the region

Thank you for the opportunity to share Central Command’s

strategy, objectives and plans.



