
Partner Call #3
Hosting Creative & 
Informative Events



Introductions

• Christopher Smith
Director of Marketing 
& Communications

• Lexi Silvers
Chief Engagement Officer 



Today’s Objectives

• Gain an understanding of how special events can be 
an effective tactic in your overall NRPM plan

• Determine the types of events that create buzz in 
your community

• Learn how to engage and partner with others to 
maximize event awareness and support



National Events

• Organized by NRS and FYSB, open to all 
partners and Youth Ambassadors
o Encourage your supporters to participate, too!

• Nearly all are social media-centered

• Events calendar available on  
www.1800runaway.org 

http://www.1800runaway.org/


Planning Events 
Questions to Ask When Planning an Event: 

• What are the goals of your event?

• Who is your target audience?

• What types of events resonate with your community members and supporters?

• When is the best time to host your event (day of the week, time of day)?

• Are there other NRPM partners in your community and are they planning local 
events? 



Planning Events 

What are the goals of your event? 

• Get to know other local youth-supporting organizations

• Establish connections with local leaders and legislators 

• Build your donor base or recruit new volunteers 



Planning Events 

Who is your target audience?

• Reach local parents through social media groups 

• Connect with local leaders through lighting and proclamation 
requests, or event invitations 

• Partner with schools, local libraries or after school programs 
to build awareness among young people 



Planning Events 

What types of events resonate with your community 
members and supporters?

• Research events that align with your goals and appeal 
to your audience (5K run, resource fair, breakfast 
roundtable)

• Reach out to local schools about hosting events, 
including events during school hours



Planning Events 

When is the best time to host your event? 

• Consider your audience’s lifestyle and schedule, and plan 
accordingly (if they work or attend school, host an event in 
the evening or on a weekend)

• When determining the best time of day to host an event, 
consider how long it will take people to participate



Planning Events
Are there other NRPM partners 
in your community and are 
they planning local events? 

• These partners may be open to 
collaboration

• Are there potential corporate 
partners who may be interested 
in providing space, access to 
technology or financial support?



Engagement & Awareness

• Share event information on social media, in newsletters and emails, 
and on your website 

• Send a press release and/or media alert to local media outlets; 
encourage on-site coverage, invite media to attend the event and 
possibly participate, if appropriate

• Consider incentivizing early registration or participation

• Include interactive elements that encourage attendees to get 
involved, such as workshops, hands-on demonstrations, or 
interactive displays.



Engagement & Awareness

• Start promoting your event well in advance

• Make your event accessible to people with disabilities by 
providing appropriate facilities, signage, and assistance

• Send thank-you notes or emails to attendees, sponsors, and 
volunteers to express gratitude.

• Continue engaging with attendees through follow-up 
communications and updates on your organization's work



Incorporate the Youth Voice

• Include young people involve with your organization in 
your planning efforts

• Invite a youth with lived experience or a panel of young 
people to share their perspectives as part of your 
event, if appropriate

• Encourage young people from your programs or 
community to become NRPM Youth Ambassadors; they 
may host their own events with guidance from NRS and 
the Youth Toolkit



HOW TO REACH US

Lexi Silvers
Chief Engagement Officer
lsilvers@1800RUNAWAY.org 

Christopher Smith 
Director of Marketing & Communications
csmith@1800runaway.org

Beth Richman
PR Consultant
brichman@1800runaway.org
   

mailto:lsilvers@1800RUNAWAY.org
mailto:csmith@1800runaway.org
mailto:brichman@1800runaway.org

