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New Delhi: Hamdard Univer-
sity — popularly known as Ja-
mia Hamdard — has largely
remained in shadows. Accor-

| ding to vice-chancellor Seyed

Hasnain, this is because the
university has never really
Dbublicised itself, but weighs on
its body of work to speak.

In the 2017 ranking of top
universities and colleges un-
der the National Institutional
Ranking Framework released
by theunion HRD ministry re-

i cently Hamdard University
: topped the list in the pharma-

i cystudy category,

Jamia Hamdard was gran-

. ted a deemed government-fun-

ded university status in 1989,
before which it was just a gro-
up of few independent scho-
ols, Its Faculty of Pharmacyis

i oneof the oldest and most re-
i puted ones in India. However,
: according to Hasnain, the uni-

: versity has far more to offer

than what meets the eye. “We

: have an excellent school of
i Unani medicine, which is one
: of its kind for its facilities. We

: have cured several patients,

who have not found any relief
in modern medicine, at our

 Unanicentre,” hesaid.

Though primarily a para-

| medical sciences university, it
+ also is home to some centres
thattreat patientsforfree in its

Open Patient Department,
while givingstudentsachance
topractise their skills. “We ha-
ve close to 2,500 patients co-
ming to the free general OPD
everyday. Besides that, we also
have a diabetic clinic that is g
part of the Hamdard Tnstitute
of Medical Science and Rese-
arch,” said Hasnain,
According to students, it is

. the quality of research, expe-

rience of faculty and strong
alumni network that makes it
theirtop choicéforhighereduy-
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CUT ABOVE THE REST: Jamia Hamdard’s Faculty of Pharmacy is
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one of the oldest and most reputed ones in India
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underdog for long...
it's easier to face
challenges once you've
established yourself

SEYED HASNAIN
V(C, Jamia Hamdard

cation, especially pharmacy.
“The alumni network is very
stronghereand weare in cons-
tant touch with people who
hold very high positions in the
pharmaceutical industry be-
causeof thisnetwork. Itisalso
increases employability” said
Utkarsh Johri, a third-year un-
dergraduate student at the Fa-
culty of Pharmacy.

Students also pointed out
thatthe coursesarestructured

tobemorepractical and arefo- -

cused toprovidejobs attheend

- of thedegree.

This is one reason why the
university also has a sizeable
population of foreign stu-
dents. The administration sa-
id thatatall points atleast10%
of its population is from fore-
ign lands Iike Europe, the
Middle Eastand Africa.

However; Hamdard is not
all work. It also conducts a
rangeof cultural activities, in-
viting some of the most famo-
us performers. Street plays
and unplanned performances

givestudents a creativeoutlet,
Yet, the administration is
now making a move towards
undoing the perceived “insu-
lation” of the university, ban-
kingon itsacademic progress.
“We have been an underdog
forlong, and it wasa conscious
decision, because it is easierto
facethechallengesof a compe-
tition once you have estahlis-
hed yourself. But our excellen-
ce is seen in the rankings and
we will continue to work to
stayin top,” said the VC.
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