such a campeugn 1S Important

The Portugal News and Safe Communities Portugal are
pleased to join forces to form a Rural Fire Prevention and Pro-
tection Campaign to help create awareness among the comr
munity and steps that we can all take to protect our homes,
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Firemen fighting a blaze between Casal dos Bernardos and Rio de Couros in Outém
district on 4 August 2015. (Photo:Lusa / PauloCunha)
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Safe Communities Portugal
recognised this problem shortly
afteritformedin 2012 and has
engaged with the various
governmentdepartments, both
in the Algarve and Lisbon, to try
and ensure greater awareness
ofthese issues among the
foreign community.

During the majorfires last
year, SCP metwiththe ANPCin
Lisbonand made recommen-
dations concerning improve-
ments in communication and
some of these are now being
putin place. They also met with
senior officialsin Lisbon con-
cerning making available
nationally, key information on
property protection in English
and other languages - these
are now being putin place.

There are also measures to
keep people up to date about
firerisksin Englishand SCPis
currently working with the
Government to put this in place
soon.

With their established na-
tional protocols with the ANPC
and GNR, SCP are able to
reflect the views of the commu-
nity directly to seniorgovern-
ment officials based on the
feedback they have received
overseveral years and we will
continue to do so. This has
included views expressed in
letters to the Portugal News
and others.

Giventhefireslastyearand
the various changes that have

been putin place by Govern-
ment, SCP have held a series
of high level meetings with the
Nature Conservation Institute
and Forestry department
(ICNF), ANPC and GNR, to
help create greater awareness
of the need for people to pro-
tecttheir properties against
firesinrural areas.

As aresult of this, the ICNF,
have agreed that the main
leaflets produced by them
concerning protecting your
property and burning debris will
also be produced in English,
(and otherlanguages) to help
non-Portuguese speaking
homeowners and tenants. Safe
Communities, working with
embassies, is providing the
translations.

Thisisanimportantstep as
the leaflets are applicable
anywhere in the country and
the information provided by the
ICNF is the basis of that used
by municipalities in providing
theirownindividual leaflets.
They are available online, and
leaflets and postersin hard
copy will be available in due
course.

Throughout the year, SCP
will be providing updates and
information as usual through
ourwebsite
www.safecommunities
portugal.com and our
Facebook page as well as
through newsletters and
KissFm.

'COMMUNICATION

ourselves and families against rural fires.

orthelastfouryears

Safe Communities

Portugal has pro

ducedonlineits
Definitive Guide to ForestFire
protection, based on
information provided tothem
by the ANPC (National Civil
Protection Association) and
the GNR, aswell as other
sources. Thisyearweare
takingitafurther step forward
toreflectthe importance of
thisissue.

Lastyear, we saw some of
the mostdevastatingfiresin
ourhistory resultinginover
100deaths, damage and
destruction of property and
the environment, and over
520,000 hectares of land

burned-nearly 6% of Portu-
gal'sentirelandarea. The
losses were considerable, and
asaresultthe governmenthas
made changesinlaw, aswell
assome new regulations, to
help preventand tackle firesin
the future. Mostimportant
however, has beentheclear
message thatthe laws con-
cerning the cleaning of land
MUST be properly enforced
with money provided to
Councilstoensurethisis done.
Giventhe overgrown state
ofthe country and the lack of
forestry managementinmany
places, clearly thismay notbe
achieved overnight, butwork-
ingon a priority basis using the
resources provided, much can

be achievedthisyear.

We hope therefore that
readers will find this supple-
mentinformative and helpful,
aswellas SCP’s “Definitive
GuidetoForestFire Preven-
tionand Land Cleaning”,
which will be available online
onour Safe Communities
Portugal website.

Thissupplementisaimed at
creating greaterawareness of
whatwe canalldoto prevent
ruralfires by the regularclean-
ing of ourland. Ifwe do not, we
will destroy ourenvironment, as
wellas placing lives and prop-
erty atrisk, nottomentionthose
who havetodeal with such
incidents, sometimesonahuge
scale.

Prime Minister - Cleaning up land is “an effort that
Involves the whole of society”

"It is essential that everyone is aware that it is
fundamental work to clean up the bushes and
trees around houses and villages, in order to
reduce the risk of fire next summer,” he said.

peakingin Tondela
recently, the Prime
Minister Antonio
Costasaid, “We
have a duty to reduce the risk
offires. The law hasimposed
forover 10 years, very clear
obligations to all: in the 50
metres around each house
andinthe 100 metres around
each settlement, land must
be cleaned, aswellasonthe
banks of the roads, under-
neath the high voltagelines.”
This cleaning effort “we
havetodonow.By 15Marchit
isthe duty of allownersto
carry outthis cleaning”, he
added. “As of 15March, mu-
nicipalities have allthe power
toenter private properties and
dowhatthe owners have not
done. What’s more, they have
therightto take possession of

thoselandsandtocharge,
eitherforthe sale of woody
material or for the cleaning of
theland, the expenses they
have incurred because the
owners have notdone what
they havetodo,” he said.

Antonio Costa
emphasised that “thisisan
effortthatinvolves the
whole of society, and
cannotbeinsured only by
the presidents of Parish
Councils, Municipal
Councils, or Government”.

“The work we have for
the whole country is
enormous. And so eitherwe
all do this work now or it will
beimpossibletodoit,”he
said.

He added that “the reality
ofliving today is different to
whatwe have knownin the

past”. The forestis more
disordered and we are living
throughthe second
consecutive year of drought -
“climate change is a reality
thatchanges the conditions
inwhichwelive.”

The Prime Minister said
that “the ICNF has already

identified, in the whole of the
country, the 19 highest-risk
areas of fire nextsummer,
based onthetype of forest,
climatic conditions, fire
history and more in 180 coun-
ties, more than athousand
parishes and thousands of
villages.”
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Introduction by the
Head of Forest Fire
Detence Divsion

ICNF Rui Almeida

Fires which break out in the countryside,
throughout mainland Portugal and Madeira, are
more frequent and cause more damage during
drier periods. In Portugal, drier periods are
naturally more common at hotter times of year.

Suchfires are mostly caused by
people, soifwe change our behaviour
we cansignificantly reduce the
numberoffires.

Fires affectareas of forestand
farmland and, inrecentyears, dueto
longer periods of lowerhumidity and
lessrainfall, considerable damage has
been causedtobuildings, goods and
properties, notto mentionthe loss of
humanandanimallives.

The preventative measures that
every personand every household
cantakeare extremely importantin
reducing therisks.

Firstofall, takealook atthe area
surrounding your property toseeifthe
minimum safety conditions have been
met, inaccordance with theinforma-
tion produced by the ICNF shownin
thissupplement.

Secondly, make sureyou always
have something to hand-especially
water-thatyou can useto putoutany
smallfires thatmightbreak out. When
thereis afire, thefirstsignsthatitis

approachingare the smell of burning
andthe smoke. As soon as you notice
these, bealertand checkonthe
ANPC website to seeifthere are any
fires nearyou. Work outaplanin
advance forthe evacuation of your
family members andanimalstosafe
meeting points. Ifyouare unsure
aboutanything, ask forhelpand
advice fromyourmunicipal council’s
Forestry Office (Gabinete Técnico
Florestal).

How to do a controlled burn of
heaped materials safetly
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What the law says - cleaning of land
(fuel management)

Article 153. of the Annual Budget of 2018

uringtheyear2018,the

work definedinnumber2

ofarticle 15 of Decree-Law

no. 124/2006, of 28 June,
mustoccurupto 15March, inits
currentversion, regardless of the
existence orapproval of a Municipal
Plan for Forest Protection against
Fire (PMDFCI).

During the year2018, the fines
referredtoin Article 38 of Decree-
Law No. 124/2006, of June 28, in
its current version, are
doubled.

Until 31 May 2018, the Munici-
palities mustensure the completion
ofallworks and should replace the
owners and other non-compliant
forest producers, by undertaking

fuelmanagement provided by law,
by means of acommunication and,
inthe absence of areply within five
days, by posting on workplaces.

Inthe case of replacementre-
ferredtointhe previous paragraph,
owners and other forest producers
are obligedto allow accesstotheir
land and to reimburse the Municipali-
ties for the expensesincurred with
the fuelmanagement.

In orderto comply with the provi-
sions of this article, in particular the
execution of the work whichiis
necessary for full compliance with
the preventive measures referred to
in paragraphs 1and 3, the munici-
palities rely on the collaboration of
the police forces.

Incendios Rurais” (Rural Fires)

Onenewmajorchangeisintermi-
nology, from “Forest”fires to “Rural
fires”, whichis now used by the ICNF
intheirlatest publications regarding
land management. Likewise, the
ANPC itselfinits operational situation
page, includes underthe heading
“Incendios Rurais”, bush, agricultural
and “forest”fires. The reasonforthis

changeisthatinrecentyearsfires
have extended moreintoruralareas
and have even affected villages
themselves. New postersin English
and Portuguese, butin otherlan-
guages aswellindue course, canbe
downloaded from the ICNF website-
http://www2.icnf.pt/portal/agir/
boapratic/dfci

Good reasons to protect our
properties against forest fires

2017 was perhaps one ofthe mostdestructive yearsforforestfires with a total of
over 100liveslostacountless number of properties destroyed anddamaged, peo-
plemade homeless and outofwork, and over 520,000 hectares ofland burned.

Ananalysis ofthe causes of fires undertaken by the GNR shows the following

outof 17,090investigations undertaken.

CAUSE
Negligence 5808
3405
1749
135

6493

Intentional

Re-ignitions

Natural

Unknown

NUMBER PERCENTAGE

33.9%
19.9%
10.2%
0.7%

37.9%

Total 17,09

As canbe seenfires caused by negligence amountto around one third of all
fires. Alarge componentoftheseis through the burning of debrisresulting from
cleaning, whenthefire has become out of control. Itisimportant therefore to
undertake cleaning inaresponsible way, henceitsinclusion in this guide.

Latest law update: law
n.°10/2018, 14thFeb.

Thisnewlaw has caused some
confusionasthereisalack of clarity
astowhattypes ofland are affected
by the new provisions. Thefollowing
has been clarified by the ICNF:

For forests only (does
NOT apply to gardens):

*Inthe area containingtrees, the
distance between the treetops must
be atleast 10 metreswhere the trees
inquestionare maritime pineand
eucalyptus; the trees mustbe pruned
to50% oftheirheightiftheyare 8
metrestallormore;treestallerthan 8
metres mustbe prunedto a heightof
4 metres orless abovethe ground.
*Inthe area containing bushes, the
maximum height of the vegetation
may notexceed 50 centimetres.
*Inthe area containing smaller
shrubs and scrub, the maximum
height of the vegetation may not
exceed 20 centimetres.

For gardens

Underexceptional circumstances,
where the tree coverhas a high prop-
erty orscenicvalue, adistance ofless
than5metresisadmissible,aslongas
enhanced provisions are made to
keepthe area clearof combustible
materials both horizontally and verti-
cally, and steps are takentoensure
thatno combustible materials will
accumulate on the roof of the building.

For gardens and
agriculturalland

Thereisnoneedto prunefruittress
(inotherwordsthe 4 metre distance
rule does notapply) butthey cannot
belessthan5 metresfromthe house
orcoveroverarooftop.

Thereare many provisionsinthe
new law, butthe priority isto dothe
basics, i.e.cleanyourland usingthe
mandatory provisions outlinedin this
supplement. Enquiriesabout the new
law should be directed to ICNF or Civil
Protection or David Thomas.

How Forests are
defined

Municipal “Forest” Fire Protection
Plansthatareinforce,donotcover
justforestsbutallruralareas. Likewise
the ANPCitselfunderthe heading
“Incendios Rurais” (Rural Fires), in-
cludes bush, agriculturaland “forest”
fires. Toavoid any misunderstanding
thatthe cleaning oflandislimited to
onlyforestareas (wherethere arefew
housesanyway), the ICNF have
agreedtheterm“Rural” Fire Protection
forthe English speakingcommunity.
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S Here are just some of the headlines
N e I ' singing Portugal's praises over the last
‘ year:

LAY

¢ Currently Portugal is at the top of
THE PORTUGAL : the destination list to be considered,
polonia either to visit or live

* Crowned Best European Destination

« National Newspaper in Enpg1:
gel’s ™ Blish 2017

e Lockman - EGior. Biondan 5o Besr varms

* Algarve Third Cheapest Destination
for UK Travellers

U Portugal named World's Best Golf
Desination

¢ UN Tourism Boss chooses Portugal
for First Official Trip

¢ Portugal in Top Ten of Retirement &
Destinations
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The theme of The 2018 International ===
Algarve Fair is 'Something to shout
about'.

If your company has something to
% shout about, you need to be there.
Book your stand today.
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Protecting your
house against
Rural Fires —
WHAT YOU
NEED TO DO

The Portugal News ¢ 24 Feb 2018

The National Forest Author-
ity (ICNF) givesthe basic steps
to protectyourhouse against
the spread of forestfires. Re-
memberthese willnotpreventa
fire starting, butwillhelpin
preventingitreaching your
property. These aredividedinto
two groups: “mandatory”and

“advisable”. Rememberitis
mandatorytomanagethe
vegetation measured 50 metres
fromthe exterior of yourhouse.
This mustbe completed by 15
Marchorrisk a hefty fine.
Pleaserefertothe poster (Op-
posite) published by the ICNF
inFebruary2018

Cleaning of land next to public roads

Land should be cleaned 10 m
either side. If a public road this is
the responsibility of municipality.
However, if land within the 10 m
stripis privately owned, the owner

or tenant will be asked to clean,
failing which council can enter
and do so. In such cases wood
cut will be can be sold by the
contractor not owner.

manage the vegetation measured from
the exterior wall of the house:

= within a minimum range of 50m
around the buildings, whenever these
lands are occupied by forest, shrubs or
natural pastures;

* With a minimum range of no less than
10m on land in rural areas with other
types of use.

o The space between treetops
should be, at least, 4m.

9 Prune trees 4m above the
ground. For trees with a height of
less than 8m, prune the lower
half (50%) of the tree.

Trees and bushes must be 5m
away from the buildings and
treetops must not extend over the
roof.
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VEGETATION WITHOUT HoUsE
INTERVENTION

RANGE OF PROTECTION - 50M RANGE OF PRDTECTION 50M

ADV|SABLE

o Have a Strip of non-inflammable paving, between one and two
metres in width, around the building.

e Avoid having very inflammable vegetation or plants that dry easily within
10 metres of your house. Avoid having hedges made of species that
accumulate lots of dry woody material inside, or which contain oils or

Government Hotline for more information has
been established 808 200 520

resins, and avoid enclosures made of cane or dry heather.

@ Do not keep firewood,
debris or any type of

inflammable material within this o

Check that the wWatering system and hoses are in working order.

The roof is one of the most vulnerable parts of the house. Remove grass,

area.
leaves, branches and moss from rooftops, gutters and drain pipes. Fit a

spark screen in the chimneys.
Stay informed!

Check daily Fire Risk for your region and

contac the IPMA and the ICNF Know the

constraints associated with the 5 levels. 6

protect doors and windows with blinds or shutters. Use
double-glazing and tempered glass and choose sliding windows.

o Keep the aCCESS to your house unobstructed and create a space that will
5,

In case of fire

ot
o

permit U-turns.

DIAL 112

(Free call)

"

o Keep an up-to-date list of emergency contacts to hand.

IN'CASE OF A FIRE NEAR YOUR HOUSE

Wear loose cotton clothing (avoid synthetic fabrics) in order to cover your arms and legs, and wear closed footwear. Avoid
exposure to smoke and fumes and cover your mouth and nose with a damp cloth.

Close all doors leading to the exterior and all interior doors too, as well as all windows and any other openings (ventilation
grids, for example). Switch off automatic door- and gate-opening mechanisms. Put wet, rolled-up towels along the bottom of
doors and windows. Any open crack could prove fatal by allowing the fire into your home.

6 Close gas valves. Move combustible materials away from windows (e.g. curtains, sofas, etc.) and remove garden furniture
and any wood that may be on the porches or next to the house.

0 Water the area around the house. If you have a watering system, turn it on. Gather buckets of water indoors and outdoors.
If a fire breaks out, put it out immediately with water, earth or branches.

Keep a vehicle in a state of constant readiness for emergency evacuation. Stay indoors and follow the instructions given to
you by the authorities.

After the fire has passed, check to see if there are any small areas still alight; look for smoke and/or flames next to doors,
windows, roofs, chimneys and gutters. Remain alert over the followings days.

. - safe
www.icnf.pt | www.safecommunitiesportugal.com ®3 IC N F contnnulmt\e:—:
d portugal
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Neighbours

Where aneighbour’sland border is within 50
metres of your house, management of the 50
metre protection range becomes ajoint
responsibility betweenyou andyour neighbour.
Itisimportanttherefore to discuss this with them
and work out a division of responsibility.

Vegetation management conducted
by the owner of Area A within a
radius of 50m around the houses(s)

D Vegetation management conducted
by the owner of Area B within a
radius of 50m around the houses(s)
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What to do If the
neighbouring landowner
does not comply

This is one of the biggest problems facing
landowners. If part of the neighbouring land is
within 50 metres of your house then they need to
comply. Sometimes such land has been abandoned
and has therefore become overgrown. In other
instances the people may have little money to
clean their land and risk a fine. And unfortunately
there are some who refuse to clean.

Intacklingthis, itis besttotry
andspeaktothe neighbour
firstif possible. Howeverifthis
isnotpossible oryouhave
spoken andthe ownerrefuses,
thenitshould be reportedto
eitherthelocal Civil Protection

unitinyourmunicipality orthe
GNR. Thiswillthenbe
checked, and enforcement
actiontakenagainstthe owner
andtheland cleaned by the
municipality (on arisk priority
basis).

How these measure will

be enforced

n2017,some 1,686 people
werefinedfornotmanaging
theirland. This yearwithfar
greater priority being givento
this, thereis the potential for
thesefigurestorise should
people notcomply.
Prevention also comes
before enforcementhowever,
so campaigns are beingun-
dertaken throughoutthe
country to create awareness
among the community so that
asmuchlandiscleared as
possible by the 15March.
These awareness campaigns
are being undertaken by the
GNR, civil protection,
Bombeiros and others, includ-
ing volunteer organisations,
through the media and visits
tothoseinisolated areas.
Itisimportantto note that
the whole object of the cam-
paignistoensurethatthe
areas wheretherisks are high
are cleanedto help protectlife
and property inthe eventofa
fire. Where reports have been
made to the counciland or
GNR, orthey themselves have
noted areas thatare required

tobe cleaned, the owneror
tenantwillbe warned, with
advice givenonwhatneedsto
be done, before enforcement
actionistaken.

If, however, by 15March
land has not been cleaned
thenacontravention order
may beissued.

Asfarasweare aware the
landowners/tenants, who do
not comply after such
warnings by the GNR or
Civil Protection, will re-
ceiveindue course a notifica-
tion by post ofthe fine, giving
theamount, howitneedsto
be paid and the payment
deadline. Failure todo sowill
resultinfurtheractionandthe
likelihood of higher penalties.

Fines: Thefinesforfailingto
cleanlandfor2018 have been
doubledand are currently
€280 - €10, 000 for indi-
viduals and €1,600 -
€120,000 for corporations

Inpractice, ifitisobvious that
youareclearingyourland, butnot
finished by 15March, youwill
likely beissuedwithanoticeand
atimelinetoclearitby.

Other matters to be aware of

Ifthere are electricortel-
ephone wires across your
property thatare preventing the
safe pruning of trees, contact
the civil protection office, EDP/
MEO orthe camara.

Vegetationnexttoaroad,
should be cutback 10 metres
away. Iftheroadis public,
contactthelocal civil protec-
tion office.

Itis clearthatthere willbe
many questions arising fromthe
various laws anditis not possi-
bleto covereverythinginthis
article. Much ofthisis common
sense. Incase of doubtthe
bestactionistocontactthe
local civil protection office
(emailaddress/and contact
numbers provided, orthe ICNF
office

Difference between burning debris and pasture renewal burning

For many people living in rural areas, the dis-
posal of debris from tree cuttings and bushes is a

constant challenge.

Thenormal processistoburn
these, butindoingsothereare
anumberoflaws thatdictate
whenandunderwhatcondi-
tionsthisis possible. Cleaning
yourlandis essential to prevent
the spread offire sounder-
standingthe lawis essential.

However, sometimesthereis
confusion betweenburning
debrisand pasturerenewal
burning. Itisimportanttounder-
stand the differences because
the approval conditions are
very different.

Debrisburning (Queima),is

used mainly inthe cleaning of
land before the critical fire
period (normally starting 1 July)
andtakes places afterbushes,
shrubs, tree branches have
been cut, gatheredtogetherin
small pilesandthenburned. Do
notplace these piles, however
undertrees.

Pasture renewal burning
(Queimada)is generally for
grasslandrenewal, the burning
of stubble and forestdebris that

areuncutorcutonthe ground,
butNOT gathered into piles.

Neithertype of burningis
permitted during the Critical
Fire period, andwhentheFire
Riskis “Very High” or “Ex-
treme”. Itisimportantto note
that, inaddition, pasturere-
newalburningisalsoNOT
permitted when thefireriskis
“HIGH”. In otherwordsitis
only permitted in Moderate or
Low conditions.

Civil Protection Contacts

Albufeira
Aljezur
Alcoutim
Castro Marim
Faro

Lagoa
Lagos

Loulé
Monchique
Olhao
Portimao
S.Bras de Alportel
Silves
Tavira

Vila do Bispo

protecao.civil@cm-albufeira.pt

pcivil@cm-aljezur.pt

protecao.civil@cm-alcoutim.pt

expediente@cm-castromarim.pt

cbsfaro@cm-faro.pt

protecaocivil@cm-lagoa.pt

proteccao.civil@cm-lagos.pt

dpcv@cm-loule.pt

smpc.monchique@cm-monchique.pt

protecaocivil@cm-olhao.pt

proteccao.civil@cm-portimao.pt

proteccao.civil@cm-sbras.pt

protecao.civil@cm-silves.pt

bombeiros@cm-tavira.pt

pcivil@cm-viladobispo.pt

Vila Real St. Anténio smpc@cm-vrsa.pt

Contact details for the ICNF Algarve:
Tel: 289 700 210 Fax: (+351) 289 700 219, E-mail: denfalg@icnf.pt

Obtaining permission/permit before lighting fires

Burning of large areas - pasture

Debris burning

Ifyouwishtoburndebrisin piles outside the critical period or

renewal burning

when the wildfire hazard is not Very High or Maximum, you should
telephone yourlocal Bombeiros and obtain permission.

Inthese cases, you needto callthemand check whetheritis
permissible given the weather conditionsinyourarea. They will
askyou anumber of questions such as the date and the time of the
burningand whatyou are intending to burn (items forinstance
suchastyres and plastics are prohibited).

The burning of large areas such as in pasture renewal bumning is only
permitted after obtaining a permit/permission from the city council or parish
inyourarea. Ifitis granted it may need to be conducted in the presence of
a certified firefighter or, a team offirefighters. Anyone contravening this is
liable forafine of up to€ 60,000. You cannot burn when the fire risk is
“High”, “Very High” or “Extreme” or during the Critical Fire period.

What the councils will do

Councilsarerequiredtoundertake work
tocleanlandifownersrefusetodoso.In
additiontoany fines, the ownerswillbe
chargedforthiswork. Clearly aftermany

yearsofinaction, thisis aconsiderable task
toachievesoitislikely thatitwillbe
prioritised ,depending onthe level of risk to
the property concerned.

The Governmenthasidentified 189 munici-
palitiesand 1049 parishes onthe mainland
thatareatmaximumriskand 9800 clusters of
propertiesthatareaneffective priority.
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RURAL FIREAND PROTECTION CAMPAIGN

Precautions to be taken when burning fires

Burning debris is one of the most common ways of disposing
of cut waste from your land but when uncontrolled it is one of

P

the biggest causes of rural fires.

he ICNF has pro-
vided a compre-
hensive list of pre-
cautions to be
taken when burning debris
at times when it is permis-
sible to do so - this is
known as a controlled
burn. This is used to elimi-
nate left-over materials
from forestry operations or
farming, such as pruned
leaves and branches from
vines and olive trees,
among others, cut up and
piled into a heap.
The precautions to be taken

o Car « Motorbik

A

include whenand underwhat
conditionsfires canbelitand
howthey should be managed.
Specificallyitcoversissues
suchas: humidity, airtempera-
ture, wind, fuels, avoiding
slopes; the gradual feeding of
fires; monitoringfires; water
supply; utensilstobe available
andthe proper managementof
the aftermath during the period
of extinguishingand beyond.
Many fires are caused by
people burningdebris orland
withouttaking the proper
precautions.

These very helpfultips will
allowfirestobelitand control-

e « Home +» Health « Travel -

led, during periods whereitis
permitted to do so, withoutthe
risk of the fire becoming uncon-
trolled and threatening your life
and property and thatof others.

The basics

The mostbasicadviceisto
choose cloudy days; take your
mobile phone with you soyou
canraisethealarminthe case
of fireand have someoneelse
withyouwhenyou undertake
theburn. Donotundertake
controlled burnswhenthe
weatheris hotand dry orwhen
itiswindy.

P
R

How to undertake a controlled burn safely

One good piece of advice is to start the fire early in the morning
when it is cooler and damper and allows you more time to monitor
the fire and prevent any re-ignition late at night.

» Move the pile of left-over materials that you are going to burn
away from grazing land, woods, scrubland and trees.

» Make a vegetation-free firebreak around the things that you are
going to burn.

Wet the firebreak before you start the burn.

Have a water supply or a hose alongside the site of the burn.

Make several small piles instead of big ones.

Burn the left-over waste in batches.

Stay vigilant. If any sparks fly, put them out immediately.

Leaving a burn unattended is prohibited.

Pay attention to changes in the wind. Protect yourself from the

smoke by covering your mouth and nose with damp cloths or a

smoke mask. Inhaling smoke can be fatal.

If the burn gets out of control keep a safe distance and dial 112.

How to put out a controlled burn.

It is important that these tips are followed as many fires are
caused by fires that have been left to burn without being properly
extinguished.

e Keep burning until only ashes are left.

* Turn over the burnt remains to see if any small flames still persist.

* Put the burn site out with water or by throwing earth on top of it.

* Do not leave the site until you have checked that there is no
smoke coming from the ashes.

If you are using local farmers and/or contractors to burn debris on
your land, ensure that they follow this advice. Do not allow them to
set fire to a large area of uncut vegetation, as this requires a li-
cence. If rules are not folleowed and a fire develops causing dam-
age to others, as the landowner you may still have some liability.

What to doin the approach of or during a fire

The actions thatyou can
take will depend how close
thefireistoyourhome. Re-
member fires can move
quickly, especially in windy

risk areas,itis bestto pre-
pare well ahead forfires,
with emergency kits athand
should evacuation become
necessary.

conditions. The poster
shows the basic measures
that should be taken if afire
is close to your home. Of
course, in particularly high

Business « Commercial - Pet « Holiday Apartment . Funeral Plans

INSURANCE

8 Your home deserves proper protection!

Tailor made home insurance policies.

T: 289 399774 / 800 860 653
Avenida Duarte Pacheco 32
8135-104 Almancil, Loulé

algarve@ibexinsure.com - www.ibexinsure.com/almancil

Ibex Insurance Services L'td 2018. Ibex Insurance Services Ltd., 68/rish Town, Gibraltar. Registered no. 77247. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Commission FSC 006 43B
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SCA News

In recent decades, forest fires have become an
increasing concern for mainland Portugal, and
In recent years have reached enormous dimen-
sions, both in terms of size and intensity, drasti-
cally affecting not only ecosystems, but also,
sadly, the population and their belongings.

2017 was catastrophic. Alack of
forestmanagement coupled with lack
ofintervention/maintenance of forest
fire protection networks, harsh
weatherand an unprepared popula-
tion, interms of self-protection meas-
urestobe adopted, fuelled the tragic
outcome.

Inthe Algarve, while the hot
weatherrecorded was the second
mostsevereinthelastdecade and
the number offires was higherthan
thedecade’s average, theresults
obtainedin 2017 were ratherfavour-
able.

However, in spite ofthe work car-
ried outinterms of structural preven-
tion, awareness-raising, surveillance
andthe enormous effortmadeto set
up specialfirefighting resources to
meetthe operational needs ofthe
Region, we know thatthe Algarveis
vulnerabletolargefires.

However, we also knowthatthe
response mechanisminplaceinthe
Region has proved highly efficient
year-after-year, eventhoughtheland
use planning ofthe Algarve’s ruraland
forested areas does notyetguarantee
sustainability ofthe results achieved.

Inrecentyears, we have been
working towards improving the prac-
tices, methodologies and procedures
inoperations, through theimplementa-
tion of operationaltraining for all civil
protection officers and entities that
cooperate inthefield of fire preven-
tion.

Specificfocus has been placed on
the security and safety of populations
andtheirassets.

Inthis context, the citizen plays a
fundamentalrolein front-line civil
protection, and mustbe prepared for
and aware of the risks to which they
are exposed, as well as understand-
ing self-protection measures needed

What is a controlled burn?

to protectthemselves and fellow
citizens.

Afterthefiresof 2017, the Resolu-
tion ofthe Council of Ministers no.
157-A/2017, 0of 27 October, was
published, which advocates, inthe
contextof strengthening population
security, asetof measuresaimedat
creatingprogrammes suchasthe
‘Safe People’and ‘Safe Village’ pro-
grammes, whose purposeistoraise
awareness and establish structural
measures forthe protection of people
and goods, as wellas buildings within
the urban-forestinterface, throughthe
involvement of citizens and various
entities, including local authorities.

Theinvolvementofsocietyasa
wholeis therefore of paramountimpor-
tanceinkeeping citizens and commu-
nities informed aboutthe measuresto
betakeninthe eventofafire. Clearing
land around properties mustbe a
priority,inaccordance withthelawsin
force, to create abarriersothatinthe
eventofafire, materialand, funda-
mentally, humandamagesareas
minimalas possible, giventhatthe
means of combating fires are limited.

We have every confidence inthese
strategies and procedures, which
have shownimprovements, aswellas
being sure thatefforts to optimise
resources and competencies willbe
pursued with the same ongoing com-
mitmentby alland as always, tomake
the Algarveincreasingly saferand
resilient.

Concluding, and citing Alexandre
Herculano: “Itis the progress ofideas
thatbrings change, notthe progress
of errorsthatmakestheminevitable.”

Faro,20February,2018

VitorVazPinto

Operational Commander ofthe
Algarve

National Civil Protection Authority

How to carry out a controlled burn safely 5

® The use of fire to eliminate left-over materials from forestry
operations, farming or gardening, such as pruned leaves and 4

branches from vines and olive trees, among others, cut up and

piled into a heap.

Controlled burn of left-over farm materials.

® Move the pile of left-over materials that you are going to burn
away from grazing land, woods, scrubland and trees.

RURAL FIREAND PROTECTION CAMPAIGN

Fire Prevention and Protection Campaign

Why such a campaign

Providing asafe environmentis
importantto our quality of life herein
Portugal. Firesinruralareas pose a
risktocommunitiesincluding: our-
selves, ourfamilies, neighbours,
friends, animals and properties. We
musttherefore dowhatwe cantohelp
reduce thefirerisk through cleaning
ourlandby 15 March. Animportant
stepis creatingawareness, andthisis
the aim ofthis campaign and supple-
ment-getting key information across
sowe can take the necessary protec-
tion steps. This supplement cannot
provide allthe answers, asthe laws
can be quite complicatedand are
frequently changing, but| hope itwill
helpaddressthe mostimportantissues
andwhere clarificationis required,
provide the necessary contact points
where furtherinformation canbe
found.

David Thomas

Equipment to have
handy in case of a fire

Forthoselivinginruralareaswhere
therisk offiresis high, itis worth con-
sidering havingan emergency pack
available should afire break out.

The ANPC have produced compre-
hensive guidelines covering this
subjectwhich can be downloaded
fromtheirwebsite in Portuguese. An
Englishversionis asfollows:

Have the following spare equip-
ment: Battery operated radioand
flashlight with backup batteries; afirst
aid kit; food and beverage in pre-
served packaging; strong and heat
insulated shoes (leatherforexample).

Inthe eventthatyourfamily may be
separated duringafire (whenthe
adults are working and the childrenin
school) develop aplanto bringthem
together. Use a point of contact be-
tweenyourfamily andfriends. Make
sure everyone knows yourname,
address and phone number;

Theabove are basic stepsandyou
may wishto supplementtheseitemsif
youarelivinginahighrisk area, par-
ticularly during the summer.

Keeptheitems,togetherwitha
rucksack, available ifyou have to
leave the property quickly.

{2

Instead of big ones.

batches.

m Make a vegetation-free firebreak around the things that

you are going to bumn.

= Wet the firebreak before
you start the burn.

® Have a container with water [
ora hose alongside the site
of the burn,

Incase of fire DIAL 112

A fire-free Portugal depends on all of us |

6 4t Lo

m stay vigilant. If any sparks fly, put

them out immediately.

is important

David Thomas, Safe Communities

safe

COr t‘ﬂ Nnu IfME
ortuga

e

Property Insurance - Fires

ments of protection of property are
mandatory.

Itgoes without saying thatif you
liveinarural areaproperty insurance
including therisk offires is very impor-

tant. Itisalsoimportantthatyou check Furtherinformation canbefoundon

("\b

m Make several small piles

® Burn the left-over waste in

yourclauses carefully as someele- www.safecommunitiesporugal.com

How to put out a burn

7 &

=<
m Keep burning until only ashes are left.

m Turn over the burnt remains to see if any small
flames still persist.
Put the burn site out with water or by
throwing earth on top of it.

m Do not leave the site until you have checked that
there is no smoke coming from the ashes

® Leaving a burn unattended is
ted.

prohil

m Pay attention to changes in the
wind. Protect yourself from the
smoke by covering your mouth

FINES CAN BE

AS HIGH A

and nose with damp cloths or a

smoke mask. Inhaling smoke can

fatal.

If the burn gets out of control
keep a safe distance and dial 112.

IN CASE OF FIRE
DIAL 112

(Free call)
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€WS YEARLY STATS 2017

AVERAGEVWEEKLYPRINTRUN

2017 - 18,493

SELECTED OUTLETS": 12,964 (70,09%)
FARO AIRPORTZ: 3,100 (16,77%)
NEWSAGENTS: 2,200 (11,90%)

'High fraffic areas such as Apolénia, Algarve
Shopping, Aqua, and quality supermarkets such
as Intermarché, Continente and Pingo Doce.

2Copies available to passengers in Arrivals and
Departures through an exclusive protocol withFaro
Airport.

WEBSITE

www.theporfugalnews.com
Each edition of The Portugal News
can be read in ifs entirety on our
website and has peaked at over 45,
000 daily page views

Page view summary for 2017

Total
Meonthly Average

O Page Vieus
B Unique Visits

400,000

350,000
www.theportugalnews.com Is
updated daily with the latest
news, making it cne of Portugal's
most visited news sites.
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Page Views

Page Views
3,477,249
289,771

PRINTEDITION

The Portugal News has the
highest circulation of any foreign
language publication in Portugal
and its print-run is independently
audited by APCT.

The Portugal News was
established in 1977 and has a
well established reader base.

In addition to print copies,
thousands of readers access
The Portugal Mews on line via
www.theportugalnews.com.

The average number of readers
per issue can be conservatively
estimated at 40,000 in Portugal
and throughout the world.

First Time Visits
1,822,998
151,917

Unique Visits
2,295,009
191,585

June  July Oct Nov. Dec

2017

Aug  Sept

Unique Visits First Time Visits Returning Visits

FACEBOOK

Over 43,918 likes and
growing every day. Updated
daily with new stories.

NEWSLETTERS

3,932 subscribers receive our
weekly newsletter updating
readers on the latest edition and

prompting them to click through to
the website for the full stories.

Dec 2017
Nev 2017
Oct 2017
Sept 2017
Aug 2017
July 2017
June 2017
May 2017
Apr 2017
Mar 2017
Feb 2017
Jan 2017

' THE LOUDEST ENGLISH VOICE IN PORTUGAL

226,948 160,772
178,666
238,089
190,007
225,949
197,205
232,217
200,070
163,372
177,520
164,212
168,930

123,147 37,625
20,008
51,225
40,533
45,333
40,788
43,632
38,572
33,240
36,440
33,143

274,237
359,042
279,558
344,162
297,793
360,323
296,551
233,823
272,699
252,437
259,675

139,658
186,564
149,474
180,616
156,417
188,585
161,498
130,132
141,080
131,069
132,458

35,472



