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James - Introduction

Authorship (1:1)
· Generally attributed to the brother of Jesus.  James was an important individual, associated with the church in Jerusalem. (Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18).

· Could not have been the brother of John, as he died (Acts 2:12) before the book would have been written. (Killed by Herod in A.D. 44).
· The other two possibilities (the father of Judas, Luke 6:16; James the lesser, Luke 6:15) are not believed to be the author.

· Self described as a "bondservant" (doulos, slave) of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1:1)

Written to: Dispersed 12 Tribes (1:1)
· Dispersion (capital D) refers to the state of Israel from the time of the Assyrian captivity (722 B.C.).
· The word, however, means simply "a scattering", and can be used in a more broad, and figurative sense.  Note:  the content of James is not limited only to Jewish saints, but is a beautiful way of referring to all Christians everywhere.
Date of Writing - (58-68 A.D.)
· Scholars generally believe the book to have been written sometime within the last 10 years of James' life.
· Several sources indicate that James was killed by stoning before the Sanhedrin,  (Josephus,  Hegesippus), between 63-68 A.D.
Theme:  Practical Advice for Christians
· Advice is given on:  how to handle tribulation; the importance of "doing" as a response of faith; the practice of pure religion; the efficacy of works coupled with faith; the proper type of wisdom; the dangers of the tongue, prejudice, pride, worldliness and riches; and the efficacy of singing and prayer.
· James is one of the most practical letters in the N.T.

James - 1

Profiting from Trials (2-8)
· Correct emotion when undergoing trials - joy. (2)
· The end of trials - patience and maturity. (3-4)
· Prayer for wisdom effective if done without doubting. (5-8)

Diff. Perspectives: Rich & Poor (9-11)
· The poor man should rejoice when he receives any exaltation (praise; to be elevated or raised up). (9)
· The rich man should rejoice when humbled, as he is reminded of the vagaries of life. (10-11)
A Discussion of Temptation (12-20)
· Enduring temptation proves one to be worthy of eternal reward. (12)
· Progress of temptation:  lust + enticement = temptation.  Temptation leads to sin.  Sin leads to spiritual death. (God plays no part). (13-16)
· God is the author only of good. (17-18)

· In response to God's gifts, we should conduct ourselves righteously, avoiding wrath. (19-20)

Doing VS Merely Hearing (21-27)
· The capabilities of God's word - "is able to save your souls." (21)
· Our responsibility is to be "doers of the word."  We are obey God's will.  In this we will be blessed in our service to God.  (22-25).  (Note the characterization of the one who does not obey, found in vs. 23-24).
· Religion is useless to the one who can not control his tongue (26).

· Pure religion is expressed in "doing" (27).  (Both benevolence and righteous living).

James - 2

Prejudice and Favoritism (1-12)
· Being partial in holding "the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ" is here clearly condemned by James. (1)
· Note:  Partiality or "prejudice" can have its application under circumstances besides the amount of money one has.  (Racism, Ageism, Misogyny and Misandry are all examples of the same).
· Showing partiality is "evil" (4).  It is also peculiar in that the rich man is often guilty of abusing his power (6-7).  To show partiality is to sin.  (9)

· Showing partiality is antithetical to the practice of love. (8)

· Especially with the downtrodden, (the poor) man, we are to show mercy.  We do this that God will show mercy to us in the judgment. (12-13)

Faith and Works (13-26)
· Premise:  Faith can't save a man, if it is not accompanied by works. (14, 17, 20, 24, 26)
· Illustration - feeding and clothing  a brother.  It is not enough to say, "depart in peace, be warmed and filled."  We must do something for them. (15-17)
· Obedience proves the claim that you have faith (18)

· Illustration - the Demons believe in Christ, and yet are not saved despite their faith.  (19-20)

· Illustration - Abraham was justified because he actually offered up Isaac on the altar.  Works accompanied his faith, and completed it.  (21-24)
· Illustration - Rahab was justified because she took in the spies from Israel.  Because she hid them, and abetted their escape, her works proved her claim of faith in God. (25)

· Conclusion:  "For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also." (26).

James - 3

The Untamable Tongue (1-12)
· God holds man accountable for the teaching he does.  Therefore, we should be careful to only teach truth, and refrain from speculation. (1)
· The ability to not sin by speaking is a sign of maturity, and self control (2)
· Illustrations:  Small things that control large things.  A bit controls a horse.  A rudder controls a ship.  A little fire kindles a whole forest.  The tongue, though small, can cause great damage. (3-6)

· Illustration:  We have been able to tame all types of wild animals, but no man can tame the tongue.  It can't be trusted.  It must always be controlled (7-8)

· It is wrong to curse and bless out of the same mouth.  Consider how common this is today. (9-10)

· Illustration:  A spring of water is either sweet or bitter, not both.  A fig tree bears only figs.  A righteous man will only have pure speech! (11-12)

True Wisdom VS False Wisdom (13-18)
· Many who claim they are wise show themselves to be less than genuine in the claim, because envy, self-seeking and bitterness is present.  True wisdom is characterized by meekness and love. (13-14)
· Earthly wisdom is described as sensual and demonic, accompanied by envy, self-seeking, confusion and every evil thing. (15-16)
· Heavenly wisdom is described as pure, peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. (17)

· True wisdom brings peace.  Therefore, those who claim to be wise (righteous) are those who will make peace rather than cause strife. (18) 

James - 4

Pride Contrasted with Humility (1-10)
· Strife (wars and fights) come from selfishness and pride. (1-2)
· The key to receiving is to ask of God. (3)
· Selfishness leads to worldliness, making one an enemy of God. (4-6)
· The cure for strife is humility.  This requires submission to God.  It requires repentance.  It requires mourning. (7-9)

· If we humble ourselves, God will exalt us.                  (cf. Matthew 5:3) (10)

Prohibition Against Judging (11-12)
· We sin when we assume a right that is God's alone, to bring personal judgment against a brother.  God alone is Judge, if we exalt ourselves to that standard we usurp the position of deity. (11-12)
· There is only one Lawgiver, God. (12)
Response to Ephemeral Life (13-17)
· Life is ephemeral, here one day, gone the next.  It is not possible for us to be sure of our life from one day to another. (13-14)
· Humility, and the understanding that we have no control over our own lives, compels us to place our trust and life in the hands of God. (15)
· To do otherwise constitutes pride and boasting.  This is evil. (16)

· Because of the limited opportunities of life, and the realization that it may end tomorrow, to fail to take advantage of opportunities to do good constitutes sin. (17)

James - 5

The Rich Oppress and Displease God (1-6)
· The rich trust in uncertain riches, and place their confidence in the present.  This trust is misplaced.   (1-3)
· Because of their love of riches, the rich have oppressed the poor, defrauding them of their rightful wages.  Such evil is noticed by God. (4)
· Because of their standing on earth, the rich prosper despite evil.  However, God will judge them. (5-6)

James Enjoins Patience (7-12)
· We must persevere through the oppression that comes from the rich.  Remember, our reward is not on this earth, but in eternity. (7-8)
· Grumbling is condemned. (9)
· Job and the prophets are given as examples of those rewarded by God as they patiently endure. (10-11)

· Swearing is condemned (12).
Miscellaneous Instructions (13-18)
· Exhortations to prayer and singing are given. (13-15)
· The fervent prayer of the righteous is effective. (16)
· Elijah is given as an example of a righteous man, praying effectively. (17-18).

Bringing Back the Erring (19-20)
· The spiritually minded are concerned about their brother, and will seek to rescue him if he is caught in sin (19-20)
· Note:  These verses imply the possibility of a child of God losing his salvation due to sin.  This contradicts the Calvinistic doctrine of the perseverance of the saints.
"Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls." (21)





Chapter in a Nutshell





James opens his epistle of practical advice by explaining the benefit of enduring trials, resisting temptation, and obeying the will of God.  He also discusses the different perspectives one should have, depending upon his economic standing.





Discussion Questions





1.  Explain how for a Christian the suffering of tribulation can be considered a cause for joy.











2.  Why is it acceptable for a poor man to glory when he is exalted, but not for a rich man to do so?














3.  Explain why it is wrong for a man caught in sin to claim, "God made me this way," and thus avoid accepting his own responsibility for his actions.














4.  What other passage in James discusses the matter of "doing" VS  not doing?














5.  Does the passage  calling for the practice of pure religion authorize church supported orphan homes?





"You believe that there is one God.  You do well.  Even the demons believe ̶ and tremble!  But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?" (19-20)





Chapter in a Nutshell





James warns about being guilty of prejudice, using a man's financial worth to illustrate the point.  James then argues the necessity of obedience to God's commands as the means of proving faith.





Discussion Questions





1.  Is there any justification for racial prejudice?  Is this a problem in the church today?











2.  Can you name other examples of holding "the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ... with partiality." ?














3.  Identify the four illustrations that James uses to prove his point about faith and works.











4.  Why does the faith of the demon not save him?











5. What kind of works is under consideration in James 2?  Does this chapter contradict what Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:8-10).  Why not?





























"Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.  The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."  (16)





Chapter in a Nutshell





In the final chapter of his epistle, James describes the sin of the rich, calls for perseverance in the face of tribulation, and gives several pieces of miscellaneous advice to his readers.





Discussion Questions





1.  Why is it that riches and power have a tendency to corrupt?














2.  What is the motivation for patience, as expressed in verse 8?

















3.  Why is prayer appropriate at times of suffering?  Why is singing appropriate when cheerful?














4.  What made Elijah's prayer effective when others who pray do not have their prayers answered?














5.  Explain how my failure to admonish the sinner is an expression of neglect for him rather than love.





"Therefore submit to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded." (7-8)





Chapter in a Nutshell





James continues his practical advice by showing the danger of pride.  Pride leads to worldliness, selfishness, strife and arrogance.  The key is to submit to God, and to recognize we do not control our lives.





Discussion Questions





1.  Explain how selfishness and lust can lead to wars and fights among brothers.











2.  Why is it that you make yourself an enemy of God if you cultivate friendship with the world?











3.  Cite other passages that show how God resists those who are prideful, and exalts those who humble themselves.  Bible characters who show these attributes, both positive and negative?











4.  Explain the difference between righteous judging and the judging condemned in verses 11-12.











5.  Give examples of "doing good" we may fail to take advantage of from day to day.





"And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity.  The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell."  (6)





Chapter in a Nutshell





Two major pieces of advice is given by James in chapter 3.  First, learn to control the tongue, it is your greatest challenge in living for Christ.  Second, many claim wisdom, but the child of God must correctly identify true knowledge, from God.





Discussion Questions





1.  What are some practical things we can do to try and control our tongue?











2.  When James says that no man can tame the tongue, does that mean no man can control it?  (Contrast a domesticated housecat with a tiger or lion in a circus).











3.  We are told that blessing and cursing should not come out of the same mouth.  Is this a problem in our society?  Among Christians?











4.  Give examples of so-called "wisdom" that is "earthly, sensual, demonic."











5.  What should be done with a man who sows strife instead of making peace?





"Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom."   (2:13)





Book in a Nutshell





Practical advice!  In five chapters, James delivers to his readers practical information on subjects as varied as trials, time, obedience, prejudice, faith, the tongue, wisdom, pride, riches and prayer.





Discussion Questions





1.  What is the significance of the term "bondservant" as it relates to a Christian's life?











2.  Give evidence concerning the importance of James, the brother of Jesus to the church in Jerusalem.











3.  Does the phrase, "the twelve tribes scattered abroad" mean that the teaching of James has no application for us?











4.  Look up and share with the class, (assigned to one in the class), the reference to James' death in the words of Josephus (Antiquities, 20.9:1).
































(Please put answers on back of page or another sheet of paper)








