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I wanted to suggest that American Profile do a story about how radon effects American families.  Radon, you may know, is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that is found in all soils, but is highest in three soil types, one of which is granitic soils.  It seeps up through the soil and is drawn into warm houses by the "stack effect" of hot air rising.  Radon accumulates in houses to a high enough concentration that it increases the risk of lung cancer.  This is especially true in the colder fall, winter and spring months when houses are often kept closed up to keep the heat in.  The U.S. EPA estimates that one out of fifteen houses in the U.S. has elevated radon.  But in some areas, such as much of the Pennsylvania and New Jersey on the East Coast, and mountain areas such as the Rockies and the Sierra Nevada (where I live) it can be one out of every two.  In Iowa it's 60%!  And you better believe radon is in Tennessee! 
Radon causes 21,000 Americans to die from lung cancer every year.  But the story for American Profile should be about one or two of those families.  Families that did not know they were living in a dangerous environment, because radon is invisible, odorless and tasteless.  These people spent their at-home time with their families and then one day they were diagnosed with lung cancer.  Totally blind sided.  The only way to know if you have radon is to test for it and testing is resisted by nearly everyone from real estate agents who don't want to loose a sale, to contractors who won't spend $800 to build radon out when they build a house, and even to home owners who don't understand the risks of living with high radon and usually just put it off because they can't see or smell it.
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Here are three examples that might make a good story for American Profile.

Bill Brodhead, a radon professional in Pennsylvania reports: "I have always assumed that lung cancer only happens to those 30 years and older.  A year ago I was visiting a home to provide a mitigation estimate and I learned the family's daughter, Lori, was going through chemo therapy for lung cancer.  She was only 19 years old at the time.  The home was a 1965 ranch style with a finished basement.  The radon levels in the finished basement had measured 59 pCi/l.  Lori was not a smoker but had grown up in this home.  Last Wednesday she passed away.  I heard that another patient in the hospital said she was an incredible up-beat person.  We were able to reduce the radon levels in this home but not able to help Lori." Read obituary in the Morning Call. Saving the Lori's of the world is the reason Radon At Tahoe exists. 
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It happened in South Carolina, but it could just as easily have happened in South Lake Tahoe. Monica Pryor, 38, died today of radon-induced lung cancer, leaving behind a husband and three children. Monica was diagnosed with the cancer shortly after the birth of her youngest son. Doctors attributed the cancer to the high levels of radon in her home. "I've never smoked a cigarette a day in my life, so it wasn't from smoking," Pryor said. She encouraged others to test their home for radon. "The possibility of anyone in this area having it is huge," Pryor said. "So with a free test, not to do it seems a little bit foolish to me." Read first article and second article and please view the videos. 

Photos and links to the complete story for the above stories are on my web site under the Present tab and by date October 27 and 29, 2008.

And lastly is a quote from one of my radon professional colleagues:

I have been working with a family that unknowingly had a mine drilled under their home.  The mother of the family died yesterday morning with small cell lung cancer 3 month after diagnosis.  They never tested for radon until last week. The radon test results came back (35 pCi/L) the day before she died.   Another statistic, except to her family and friends.

Thank you for considering my request to tell the story of American families and radon in the hopes that it will encourage other Americans to test their homes and avoid radon induced lung cancer.
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