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All Government Agencies in South Lake Tahoe and Placerville should Test for Radon.

Jeff Miner of Radon at Tahoe is asking all government agencies in South Lake Tahoe and Placerville to test their buildings for radon.  Miner took his request to the South Lake Tahoe City Council and the El Dorado Board of Supervisors and then started handing out the request document to government agencies (federal, state, county, city, and special districts) in South Lake Tahoe and Placerville.  The request came following the discovery by the United States Forest Service that the 3 year old USFS Supervisor’s Building in South Lake Tahoe has high radon levels.  “The Forest Service told me that they only recently found out about their radon problem when an employee, who was having headaches, tested her office for radon,” said Miner.  According to Miner, a California Certified radon mitigator who runs a small radon business in South Lake Tahoe, radon does not cause headaches, but increases the risk of lung cancer over time, depending on time and intensity of exposure.  The resulting high radon tests triggered the USFS Safety Manager Rich Kraushauer to test further.  “What they found,” says Miner, who spoke with Kraushauer, “was that the radon readings were extremely high in the office space and the reception area.  Rich showed me a chart of the building with high radon tests results drawn in the rooms, and I recall some rooms had readings of 16 and 20 pCi/L (picocuries per liter).  The US EPA recommends fixing any radon readings over 4 pCi/L, so the building will definitely have to be mitigated.”
The US Forest Service plans to do just that, and is reported to have scheduled a design team meeting before the end of June.  In the mean time, Safety Manager Rich Kraushauer has successfully lowered the radon readings in the office space to 3 and 4 pCi/L by blocking the vent ducts from the underground plenum.  “It can’t be good for the ventilation,” says Miner, “but it was a good approach to temporarily reduce the radon in the work spaces.”  According to Kraushauer, the building designers used an underground plenum to circulate air throughout the building.  “What they must not have taken into consideration,” Miner speculates, “is that in a high radon region, such as Tahoe, or any area where radon happens to vent up under a building, the plenum can also accumulate radon gas which is then circulated to the work areas through the ventilation system.  I did not have a chance to study the building or to do a professional evaluation of the cause or a proposed solution because I was not asked to do so,” says Miner.  “But after talking to the USFS officials, I would guess the design team did not do their homework with regards to the radon risks in our granite rich mountain environment.  Radon Resistant New Construction (RRNC) techniques are available for any design team to use when designing and building in a high radon area, if the design team is aware of the potential radon risk in the area.”  
The 1991 California Department of Health Service state-wide radon survey named the Sierra Nevada Region as the highest radon potential region in the state, with 11% to 45% of the homes expected to be above the EPA action level of 4 pCi/L.  The problem is most builders and architects are unaware of it..  One reason for the low concern over radon may be that California is a very low radon state, with only 1% of the homes in the state over the EPA action level.  However, the 2007 Tahoe Radon Survey of over 1400 tests found that over 50% of the homes in South Lake Tahoe and nearly 40% of homes in our Sierra Nevada region are over the EPA action level.  Miner hopes the publicity from the USFS radon problem will cause more builders and planners to be aware of radon and to build radon out when they build in the Lake Tahoe area.
Miner hopes to use the USFS radon problem to motivate other government agencies to test existing buildings for radon. “How many other government buildings have high radon and the employees don’t know it?” asks Miner.  To address that issue, Miner started handing out his radon request to government agencies in South Lake Tahoe last week.   “I walk in and ask to speak to the manager.  I then hand the manager the request to test for radon, explain that it is a simple test with a charcoal test kit or an electronic radon monitor and the purpose is to insure a healthy work environment for their employees and visitors.  I hope board members will respond more favorably to a manager asking for a radon test than to my request at a board meeting,” Miner said.  “Another approach I am using is to contact the unions and employee bargaining units.  A request for radon tests from a union, as a health and safety issue during negotiations, may be even more effective than a request from middle management or from a radon professional.  I have also been contacted by the Grand Jury who may wish to do an investigation into testing for radon, so there are many ways to get the test done.”

So far, Miner has contacted the following government agencies in South Lake Tahoe and Placerville:
Federal:
None contacted yet.
Regional:
Lake Tahoe South Shore Chamber of Commerce
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
State of California:
California Tahoe Conservancy
Lahontan Water Quality Control Board
Department of Motor Vehicles
Douglas County, Nevada:
Douglas County Parks and Recreation, Kahle Park
El Dorado County, South Lake Tahoe: 
Public Defender
District Attorney
Public Health
Superior Court
Development Services
Environmental Management 
Mosquito-Vector Control 
Library, South Lake Tahoe Branch
Child Support Services
Probation Department
Sheriff-Coroner
El Dorado County, Placerville: 
Assessor
Treasurer-Tax Collector
Auditor-Controller
Surveyor
Geological Survey 
Human Resources and Risk Management
Environmental Management 
General Services
General Services, Facilities Management
Information Technology
Grand Jury
Office of Emergency Services 
911 Dispatch
Superior Court
Parks and Recreation
Library
City of South Lake Tahoe:
Police Department
Director of Finance
Administrative Center
Recreation Complex, Ice Rink and Pool
Senior Center
Art Building
City of Placerville
Community Services
City Manager
Unions and Employee Bargaining Units 
El Dorado County Employees Assn, Local #1

