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Radon Gas More Deadly Than Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
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SUNDAY, Jan. 27 (HealthDay News) -- Radon, an invisible radioactive gas that seeps into homes through foundation cracks, causes 100 times more deaths than carbon monoxide poisoning, says the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

To heighten awareness of that potential danger, the agency has designated January as National Radon Action Month.

Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer behind smoking, and about 20,000 people in the United States will die this year due to breathing too much radon without even knowing it, the EPA said.

"It's remarkably easy to protect our loved ones by testing for radon and building new homes with radon-resistant features that allow everyone to breathe freely and safely," EPA Deputy Administrator Marcus Peacock said in a prepared statement.

As part of the National Radon Action Month, the EPA has released public service announcements about how people can protect themselves against radon, which is emitted by underground sources of uranium and can reach harmful levels if trapped indoors.

About one in 15 homes in the United States have a high radon level, the EPA said.

The first step in protection is to check your house with an easy-to-use radon test kit. If high levels of radon are detected, a venting system can be installed by a contractor. During construction of new homes, it's easy to include radon-resistant features and home buyers should ask for these, said the EPA, which also recommended that new home buyers ask their builder to test for radon gas before they move in.

Over the past 20 years, radon preventive actions have saved about 6,000 lives, according to the EPA, which wants to double that number over the next five years.

More information
The American Lung Association has more about radon.

[image: image5.png]


-- Robert Preidt
SOURCE: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, news release, January 2008
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My email response on 1.28.08

Jason,
I wanted to thank you for running the news story on Radon in the KTVN Sunday News on January 27, 2008.  I did not see the telecast, but I picked it up on your internet web site.  Very few television stations have given radon the attention it deserves and National Radon Awareness Month is a good time to say something.  I don't know if you are aware that radon is particularly high in the granite based Sierra Nevada range, with your neighbor, Lake Tahoe, being one of the higher areas in the country.  The 2007 Lake Tahoe Radon Survey was completed last year by the California Department of Public Health Radon Office.  It showed that over half the homes in South Lake Tahoe had elevated radon levels.  Yet very few people have taken it seriously or done anything about it (including our government agencies!).  And little Zephyr Cove, Nevada has 69% of homes over the EPA Action level of 4 pCi/L (picocurries per liter), higher than any other city in Nevada, according to a 1991 state-wide radon survey.  So we got radon up here.  It's just that it hasn't made the news yet......that is until Sunday!  

Thanks for reporting on it.  If you ever wanted to do a follow-up story, I would be happy to help you find some interesting news about radon, especially here at Lake Tahoe.  For instance, El Dorado County is considering a radon building ordinance for Tahoe that would be the first one in either California or Nevada.   My Radon At Tahoe web site has a wealth of information and links.  I have attached the results of the Tahoe Radon Survey and my comments.  

Jeff Miner
Radon At Tahoe
http://www.RadonAtTahoe.com
530-577-7293
