Email sent to Judi Harkins via Norma Santiago’s email on Wednesday, October 31, 2007, and again on Monday, November 05, 2007.

Judi,

I don't have your email, but I think you monitor Norma's. 

First, thank you for putting up with my frustration.  I appreciate the 

fact that you heard me out.  I really want to be positive, but I also 

need to see some positive action on the part of our government 

representatives and agencies.   Is government always this slow?  When we spoke today, I asked if you could get the plan of action from 

Environmental Management regarding the "education and public outreach" 

campaign.  Gerri Silva is on record as telling the Board of Supervisors 

she plans some action as the result of her understanding of the radon 

problem and of the presentation and findings of George Faggella, from 

DPH Radon Office.  I seriously wonder if indeed a plan exists or if she 

will just order a few more brochures and call it good.  I also wonder if there is much caring in that department about the 72 houses being built this fall and winter without Radon Resistant New Construction (RRNC)techniques. At least that's the impression I get from talking to Gerri and Ginger.  It's like it's not their problem.  Well, I have taken it on as my problem and I hope you and Norma can join me in trying to get something done about it.

I really expected to hear a report from Gerri at the Board meeting on 

what her plans were, given the severity of the radon situation up here, 

and given that she had 6 months to prepare for it since I spoke to the 

Board on April 26, and again on September 18.  She told me she was 

preparing a presentation to the Board on the Tahoe Radon Survey.  George Faggella made a fine presentation and did a good job of explaining the problem and fielding questions.  I was disappointed that there was only a two sentence report from Gerri.  Where you and Norma also disappointed?   Well, let's give Gerri the benefit of the doubt that she has a plan for "education and public outreach" but she did not spell out for the Board.  If so, I would like to see it.    Is she planning on training her staff on radon?  Currently people call me to find out what to do or how to "quickly lay down pipe and radon barrier cloth in the crawl space because the sub floor is going on tomorrow."  Should not knowledgeable inspectors from the building department be fielding those questions about RRNC?  If you are able to get a copy of her "education and public outreach" plans, please forward a copy to me so I can evaluate it and monitor the progress.  So far I have not witnessed much progress from Environmental Management or from the Building Department on the radon problem.  Please correct me if I'm wrong.

If you were to get a copy of Gerri's goals and plans and wish to 

evaluate it, I have attached an example of what I think a radon plan 

might look like.  My plan may not be complete, but it's an initial 

attempt at evaluating where we are going and at judging the steps in the process.   I would expect to see a similar plan come out of 

Environmental Management.  If you are not able to find such a plan, 

maybe you should ask "Why not?". 

Thank you for hearing me out again.  If you agree to work on this with 

me,  maybe together we can see some effective and timely action on 

radon.  And I'm still available to speak at a Build-Radon-Out Workshop 

this Fall.  But don't wait until all 72 homes are buttoned up for the 

winter.  I hope you are having a great day.  Let me know what you find out.

Trying to be positive,

Jeff Miner

Radon At Tahoe

