California Health and Safety Code

Laws relating to local jurisdictions adopting ordinances for high radon areas.
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17958.5.  Except as provided in Section 17922.6, in adopting the

ordinances or regulations pursuant to Section 17958, a city or county

may make such changes or modifications in the requirements contained

in the provisions published in the California Building Standards

Code and the other regulations adopted pursuant to Section 17922 as

it determines, pursuant to the provisions of Section 17958.7, are

reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological, or

topographical conditions.

   For purposes of this subdivision, a city and county may make

reasonably necessary modifications to the requirements, adopted

pursuant to Section 17922, contained in the provisions of the code
and regulations on the basis of local conditions.

17958.7.  (a) Except as provided in Section 17922.6, the governing

body of a city or county, before making any modifications or changes

pursuant to Section 17958.5, shall make an express finding that such

modifications or changes are reasonably necessary because of local

climatic, geological or topographical conditions.  Such a finding

shall be available as a public record.  A copy of those findings,

together with the modification or change expressly marked and

identified to which each finding refers, shall be filed with the

California Building Standards Commission.  No modification or change

shall become effective or operative for any purpose until the finding

and the modification or change have been filed with the California

Building Standards Commission.

   (b) The California Building Standards Commission may reject a

modification or change filed by the governing body of a city or

county if no finding was submitted.

Note:  We are allowed to use any language for our ordinance as long as there is a finding with a problem to be solved and that we have the authority to enforce compliance with the ordinance.
The Tahoe Radon Survey of 2007 along with the zip code data base of radon test results maintained by the California Department of Health Services Radon Office (http://www.dhs.ca.gov/radon/default.htm) would act as our finding and the building department has the authority to enforce the ruling.  
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