
Revolutionizing Industries and 
Optimizing Resource Management

White Paper by

Grid Computing: Unleashing the 
Power of Collaboration for Big Data 
and Compute-Intense Applications



©2024. OVH US LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Whitepaper     |     Grid Computing

2

Grid computing is a powerful tool for solving complex problems that require large 
amounts of computational power. It’s a type of distributed computing that allows 
multiple computers to work together to solve complex problems or perform large-
scale data processing tasks. Individual computers are connected to a network 
and contribute their processing power, memory and storage capacity to a larger 
pool of resources. This pool of resources can then be used to run computationally 
intensive applications that would be too demanding for a single computer.

Grid computing is designed to be highly scalable and adaptable. It provides a unified platform for 
accessing and managing distributed resources. Because the grid is made up of many individual servers, 
it can easily accommodate changes in demand by adding or removing resources as needed. This is 
typically achieved through a middleware layer that provides a common interface for users to submit 
jobs, manage resources and monitor progress. The middleware layer also handles the complex task of 
distributing workloads across the grid, ensuring that each computer is utilized efficiently.

What organizations rely on grid computing?
By harnessing the power of multiple computers, grid computing allows for quick and efficient 
processing of data and the handling of tasks that would be impossible for a single machine. This 
makes it ideal for a wide range of industries and organizations that need to process large amounts of 
data or run computationally intensive applications. Some examples include:

1. Scientific research: simulating complex systems, analyzing large data sets and modeling 
weather and climate change. 
Grid computing revolutionizes scientific research by providing researchers access to powerful 
cloud-based high-performance computers. This enables simulations of complex systems, analysis 
of large datasets, and accurate weather and climate modeling. Even in resource-constrained 
environments like university research institutes, grid computing bridges the gap, offering seamless 
integration with cloud resources and accelerating scientific advancements.

2. Financial services: risk analysis, portfolio optimization, high-frequency trading. 
Grid computing revolutionizes risk analysis, portfolio optimization, and high-frequency trading in 
financial services. By harnessing distributed computing resources, it enables portfolio managers 
to identify risks, model impacts, optimize portfolios, and execute high-frequency trades with 
unparalleled speed and accuracy. This technology empowers institutions to make smarter 
decisions, enhance profitability, and maintain a competitive edge in a dynamic financial landscape.
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3. Healthcare: drug discovery, genomics research and medical imaging analysis. 
Grid computing presents an innovative solution for healthcare applications such as drug discovery, 
genomics research, and medical imaging analysis. By leveraging Grid Services, researchers 
can access extensive computational resources, enabling faster and more accurate analyses of 
complex data. This approach holds the potential to revolutionize medical research by accelerating 
discoveries and improving patient care through enhanced collaboration and resource scalability.

4. Energy: oil and gas exploration, energy production optimization and smart grid management. 
Grid computing revolutionizes energy operations, including oil and gas exploration, energy 
production optimization, and smart grid management, by collaboratively utilizing diverse 
computational resources across organizations. This approach enhances real-time information 
availability, accelerates exploration and simulation tasks, and optimizes energy production 
processes, ultimately fostering efficiency and informed decision-making in the evolving energy 
landscape.

5. Manufacturing: design optimization, process simulation and quality control. 
Grid computing revolutionizes the manufacturing sector by accelerating design optimization, 
process simulation, and quality control. By distributing complex tasks across a network of 
computers, manufacturers achieve faster results, optimize processes, and enhance product 
quality, leading to efficient innovation and cost savings. This approach’s scalability and resource 
utilization also enable quick adaptations to industry demands.

6. Entertainment: rendering high-quality graphics and visual effects in movies and video games. 
Grid computing has become a pivotal asset in the entertainment industry, particularly for 
movies and video games. By distributing rendering tasks across a network of interconnected 
computers, it accelerates high-quality graphics creation and expedites production timelines. In 
the gaming sector, grid computing enhances in-game art, cinematic rendering, multi-platform 
packaging, distribution, and MMO hosting, revolutionizing the way visual effects are achieved and 
transforming IT roles into glamorous and indispensable positions.



©2024. OVH US LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Whitepaper     |     Grid Computing

4

What’s the optimal server configuration? 
The optimal server configuration for grid computing depends on the specific requirements of 
the tasks being performed and the size and scale of the grid. However, there are several general 
considerations that can help ensure that a server is well-suited for grid computing:

High-performance CPUs: Grid computing tasks typically require a lot of processing power, so 
servers should be equipped with high-performance CPUs that can handle the workload. Multiple 
cores or processors can help increase the computing power of the server.

Large amounts of RAM: The more RAM a server has, the more data it can process at once. For grid 
computing, servers should be equipped with large amounts of RAM to handle the demands of the 
workload.

High-speed network connections: In a grid computing environment, servers need to be able to 
communicate quickly and efficiently with each other. High-speed network connections, such as 10 
Gigabit Ethernet, can help ensure that data is transferred quickly and reliably.

Scalability: The ability to scale up or down as needed is important in a grid computing environment. 
Servers should be designed to be easily added or removed from the grid and should be able to 
handle changes in workload without affecting the performance of the overall system.

Robust power and cooling: Because grid computing tasks can be very demanding, servers can 
generate a lot of heat and consume a lot of power. Servers should be equipped with robust cooling 
systems and high-efficiency power supplies to ensure that they can operate reliably over long 
periods of time.

The server configuration for grid computing should be designed to handle the demands of the 
workload and the needs of the grid as a whole. By choosing the right hardware and ensuring that the 
servers are properly configured and maintained, organizations can create a powerful and efficient 
grid computing environment that can handle even the most demanding tasks.
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