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To find a region hundreds eof miles in extent as yet unexplored ard umkmown

except thru Indian iesion v3s recently the experience of W.L.Cole and the

writer. In fact we -s=w scenic wonders of a sort mot found elsewhere

unléss it bte the Hawiian Islands. To stand and gaze with a mazement

mingled with fear at things of which the world knows nothing, eof passine
alone thru volcanric craters thousands of feet aeross and hundreds of. feet
deep, rolling boulders imto the hlack depths of others and'failing to

hear them strike bottom;‘érossing miles of folds of rock similar te the
folds of a huge blanket was imdeed an experience mever to be forgottem.

We found caves with walls of solid iee and hundreds of ice stalactites
while a few feet distant was the charred and cimndered remains of the zreates$
veleanic eruption in the EEE geologi§a1 history off the world. Such was

our adventure in probably the last umexplored sectien of the Umited

States. To be exact it lies in the south cemtral portien of Idaho-abbut
forty to sixty miles morth of the town of Mimidoka. PeoPIé living in this
section of the country are all familiar with the stories more or less
Tfounded on facts of the mystefies of this resgiod. Om the Indiaﬁ respr?atinn
toc the south withered and bent old men tell around the carp fires, the
story of bow their fathrers fathers father spoke of the land afire and

of a mysterious stronghold thei;‘Jfazgiﬁﬂdh;/ZOHld retreat to in time

of war ﬁ?ﬁ hide the:zama:.mnd ghildwen, This place was suppdseﬂ to contain

water and fire wood and to bhe a hidder valley, History tells us that

maraudering bands of Indians would swoop down on emisrant pack trains

during the gold rush of the early day and then retreat into this inacess-
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irle Flace where their trail could nect be Folowed. This was' ‘a coaJE?

X

geccurance of the Sheepeater Indian Wars of Cemtral Idaho. There 133a qtory!“
in this country that near the settlement of Carey}ldahe lives an old
srey haired man who claims §o ha#e heen blindfolded and takem to this

mysterious plaee after five days kravel from a peint near where the town

- of Americam Falls nov is. Severa]_i_' parties have heem organized to locate,

this palee but the western stackﬁan wvill mot travel om foot and'pack
on ‘his baek bedding and camp euuﬁpmeﬂt and se the attempts fPailed after

+

a few miles of pregress.

The region is frequented by gr ly bear and it was the quest of these
that led W.L.Cole and mysel’ t dcrassinﬁ from north to south, something
that mewer before had heen Kﬁﬁz attempted. For seventeen days we wandered
along, fihding scenie wondera that ir many instances had mever bhefore
been viewed by wvhite men. Part of the time we followed a fainmt Indian
trail. marked accross the he%¥ rocks by small piles of roek, again ﬁe
would climh tor some point Hmd sight the faint s¥reak in the play of
lizght. Once we lost it for agwhele day but kept oﬁéaségfling by the sun
and compass ﬁeunings. Tfavelﬁpver this courtry 15.3§Qp-wa1king on an iee
jam 6r a series of reocks theléize of a piamo, each om a balance and/:i;;ﬂiﬂ
te give the moment your weigbtéis applied. Eight to eleven miles per

day in an adir lined was the beét we could do. Often we would cows to

Jq have ta_walg&trving to find a place narrow enough to step over. After

crqssing we would sometimes find another a few feet distant along which

we weuld have to travel in perhaps an opposite direction. Sometdmes we

sight a point apparently a few hu@dre& yards ahead and be several hours



reaching it. Bad as the daylight travel was it did not ecompare to trring

to sleep on those jageged piles of rock at might. We eould scareely find

a place sultable to <it om, let alone iiejézjﬁazrfonrth day out from
our starting point ¥inidoka, we began passing leow mouﬁés of cinder ash
buttes and at noon the fifth day observed a mound of rocks with a piece
of sage brush walled in its side. Using this as apointelf we sighted along
it and found another mound 6fose to a matural tank of water. This was

our first drink except for snow gater since striking the bad going.
Northward from here we saw a butte having a horse shoe shaped depression
in its sidé. This was the first erater we éawh and hurring to its top i
we sat dbwn t6 view the panorama below us. Far to the north.were a series
of buttes like the one we were Bh.-Belaw us on the east were a number
of‘ﬁhanneis where a lava Plow éad twisted like a meamdering ereek acroes
‘a level-meadow..Beyond that showed a number of low Eﬁiﬁl oval mounds

and then a lomg black lime that denoted the east side of a canyom wall

in the morning light. Igatwagd-yere patches of scrub eedar and jumiper
and in the far distance Just.%apping the sky line were the smow eapped
peaks of the Sawtooth range. Climbing down to the mounds we found.them

to be huge bubbles of rock tiﬁﬁ a shell several inches thick, some of

2 10
which had broken im exposing Eé;ﬁzxas large as the average livimng room.

I wish I eould properly describe the sight that met our view as we came

to the edgze of the canyon wall. Imagine a huge canyom wall with the walls
of bright red, almost a vermillieam, with a floor eof mounds and depressinns
pusctuated here and there with a black spot that denoted a hole of some
kind. Going down we foumd extimct or dormant geysers of solid lava. Ome

of these formations was about twenty five feet-wide and a bout four feet
bish with a five foot hole in the cemter where the material eompesing

the mound had spewed forth. Amother was in the shape of an inverted



cup sbout six or seven feet hirh, it had evidently at oné time had a very
small opening in the center which had ENXNWHR ecaved in leaving a hole

several feet across. As we walked thru this odd place we often remarked
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what a womderful sisht it must have been when im eruption and hgw strange
it was nobody had ever before succeeded in reaching these placéiﬂ As

far as is known we were the first whites to cross this region., Part of
'

the cause of the failure of the previous parties that made the atterpt

was-lack of water., We made our trip just as the snow was going off when
the cracks and crevaces held drifted snow and ice which we meltéd for &
drinkihg-purpuses, We ealled the canyom we were in the "Royal Gorge"
Rear the morth end of it we found a crater where the lﬁva when erupted
had evidently been of a higher temperature as it had painted the sides_ |
of the veleamic throat with 3ayers of lava umtil it was about two inches.
'Here amd there along the sides were streaks and clots where the plastic
substance had slowly run back umtil it congealed. Below was the vague
Vermillten
depths of the erater crusted over with smow. After leaving the Reyal-Gorge
we came to a number of eraters from fifty to three hundred feet deep,
one of these had a series of yeilow and green rimgs around the sides
evidently caused by sulphur deposits. Climbiang to a high point of rock
we were surptised to fimd a crater in the very top and om Ibokinz down
' the opening cruld be seen amsling off at a 45— aﬁgle. On the morth rim
was a marrow erack down which we climbed reacking a lamding sowe sixty

feet below. Stamding at the bottom and leoking up the semsatiom was that

of being in a gigantie well, while at the side of us the crater was

blocked by an immense snow drift.

Leaving here the surprises came fast. We passed a hutte terraced with

mountaim sheep trails, another had am immense crater im its top, the sides
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of which were alm ost perpemdicular walls. Cme of the stransest thines
found om the trip was a natural iee cave from the ceiling of which hung
huge icicies or iece stalaetites six to tem feet lomg. The side walls

of the cave were inerusted with a chating of 1ceitwo {ﬁches thick, the
floor was covered with ice about tﬁree or four feet thick and so clear
that ome could plainly see the detail ef the rock helow. We had no light
with which to explore this interesting place and had to conteﬁt our-
selves with breaking pieces of ice and bowlimg them back intc the depths
wﬁere we could hear them skidding and sliding for humdreds of feet., It

was with regzret we left dut we are going back better equipped this @prinz

for further explomation.

Our main eamp was established in a erater abéut a quarter ef a mile i=n
Qiémeter and about seven or eight hundred feet im depth. The walls were
an intense red witk splotches of yeliow, brown and grey, Words spoken

in a loud voice were echoed and reechoed from wall to wall to die away
in a series éf faint.murmuriggs.IOne day on a side trip from here we
crossed several large cimder flats and in rows of dets aeress them were
the tracks of bear made possibly hundreds of years ago before the lava
had become settled and harg. 2&0 tracks were several inches deep and had
filled with a speeies of dwaff buckwheat and rye grass. As we passed these
traeks we oftem remarked of what the thought.s and'feeliﬁgs of the wild
animals were whem the regiom was in eruptiom. Another einder comtained
abeut two humdred lava piles or sputter comes wkere the moliem subétanca
had heen shot out thru venta‘in the surface aand built up inte mounds

or cones as much as tem feet hisgh. Many had evidently been higher but
being top heavy had tumbled eover. Im the top vf each was a vent [rom two

to twenty inches in diameter and of depths umkmown. Near here was a cinder



butte im the top of which we found a crater which closed in as it went
down and thes openmed up again like the imterior of 2 bottle.'We rollied
rocks, ome as large as an-office desk, over the edge and tho we listened
intently we never heard them strike beftom. We turnéé frow this place
with a feeling Bf wonder and awe. Several others of a similar shape were
found with a mousd of ice and smow in the center. Up the sides of all
were traces of old imdien trails. Ve foumd ome crater which we estimated
t0 be half a mile wide amnd at)least a thomsand reet deep. An average
effice building could have been placea on the bottom and resembled a
*lump of sugar im a huge bowl. Ome wall of this immense c¢rater was a per-

pendicular ¢liff, almost a vermilliom im coler, the south side was a cimder
and lava rock;sldpe and the bottom a cimder flat about a bumdred XEEX

S, As-we walked arunnﬂ the rim we found the morthwest siﬂe
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to be a knire edge on the other slope of which was still amother huge

crater amd amoctker sharp rimlon the far side of this crater was the
- slope of a third erater which contained a lake im its bottom. As we

stood on the edgse and gazed downward the surface seemed agitated and

ruffled into small waves.

While I busied myself with the camera, euriosity ever came Ccle and he made
the lomg c¢climb to the bottom. ﬁfeould see him stamding on a larse roeck
on'tﬁe shere but he was umable to explaim the actiom of the water.

Fromw the top of the rim it.loqkeﬁ as 1f it might be eaused by schools

of fish, Amother large orater was foumd, the walls of whick had heen

| undermined by the lava, the rim caving off on ome side and Tloating away

on the flow, where it assumed strange shapes as 1t was sarrisd alome,

One plece was about thirty feet high and not over tem feet ir diameter



How it kept from toppling over is a mystery. From a distance the remnants

of the crater wall resembled the ruins of a deserted town. Am indian

water bowl was found ecached ir a crack of ome of the lava and pumiee

islands, in-pany places the flowing lava had taken the sgape and appearande
- ef a sw_i_}'f._ meuntain river. At the edge of this strange RXXER stream

we Toundé foértgén rock mounds of roek and sage brusk evidemtly bumilt

by the indiﬁhsl.They were placed im am irregular row and pointed merth

and south; TE; piles were an averaxb of eight feet lomg, three feet wide
.and two o; t$ree feet hiwh and compoaed of roeks the size of a man's

head and; rdﬁts of char“ed sage br‘ush. There are at least six Indian

trails lpa {ng iato this region. The largest and plainest can he followed

about eld%en ‘miles after which it fades away. Where it goes and why is

yet Qﬁm 'We climbed the hiwﬁest ef the buties Pindimg the sides

cov*red with bomb shaped rocks many ef ithem loeoking 1ike a foot ball

3

with g&ffalo horms fastened to the ends, Others were obhserved, the hettoms

s"

of‘ Ahich mshaped mm; like a huge oval vase with a long twisted

.(

‘qﬂr=ar hanqle on the top. Gtheps were found looking like lar loaves of

S
it |

;;;;efﬁ-régd, the ‘top of them being ergeked amd crusted exactly peg a leaf,.
Zo ? :
T

%he bettoms of these bombs were especlally the largzer omes, were cemented

t

thélcinders en which they happened to fall. The lava was probably blowam
in e?nmks to an immense height and in falling rotateé twisting the ends
or Pﬁrs which hardemed sufficently to retair their shape. There were
thousands of them ranging in size from those small eacugh te he used
as a watch fob to one over thirteen feet lomz. From the tor of this hieh
butte one could sit by the hour examining the view below. ¥2 counted the

remains of sixty three eraters im a more or less perfect comditiom,
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There were probablF many more which the light was mot right for us to see.
About three miles southwest of where we were sittinz we found the most

péeuliar lava flow of all. It was in rolls, twists aad folds exactly like
in

a blanket mirht be rumpled om a diserdered bed. These folds were,many
instances twenty five to thirty feet across. The coler of this singular
place was grey amd a bright cebalt blue amd coveres én area mileé An
éxtent.[At another place we Tound seven caves, ome we explored for ahout i
a half a mile by the lisht of a simgle candle. Poking around im a place |
of thig kind by candle light whem at any turm you might eome to close
quarters.with a grizzly bear 1s eiciting enough for any one. A short ;
way from the caves we came to a marrow draw or coulee amd in traveling Lf/i
down it. were sur prised to see im the air ahead of us a natural bridge

arehing4fr0m rim to rim. Om eoming closer we found it to be about seveamty

feet;”“fi' and about twenty five feat im diameter. Beyond that we found
'onu,qf the most eurious formatipbms foumd on the trip. The lava had been

pou?ed forth and by some strange act of nature had been piled in the shape
o# ship hausers as neatly as mam eould have dome. The shape of the coils

gr
- was exact,—eren the small cords composing the cable being represented

ﬁ; by a eircu]ar twist., In alll there were abeut twa acres of this eurious
4 fonmatinn,kthe surface having a smecth shiny gloqs. How these coiled

piles could have been formed was the subject of EEEX eur comversatiom

as 1oms as; we“ were in that neighborhkood. We afterwases found hundreds

of fnrmations ef a sililar nature, some would ke arches, ethers bubbles,
someiires it would be exactly the appearance of breaking waves of surf

on the ocean heaeh. One piece was found twisted inte a perfeet knot,

How thegpnd could have been twisted ever and thru will always be a mystery.
This region is truely a lamrd of odd fermations and strange happenings.

We w%;e unanimous in agreeing we wou1d not kave wanted toc be there when

.’
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the eruption-took place. It is 11ﬁtlé wonder that te the indian‘e uheducat;ﬂ,
mind it was a plnce to be shurned as the ahode of evil spirits ani to

he entered only in times of war. Shortly after this we haﬂ the expn“ience
of beinr lost em the lava fields in a dense fog, a foz so intense we’

could net see fiftj Teet in any ﬁiréé;ion. The light was so dullat?;t it
resembled the shortf period of twilight just before darkmess. Afﬁ?r about
an bdurs travel we deeided to returm to camp ahd took what we théhzht

was tHe correct bearing. When ée had gone about the distaﬁce tha@ we
thought should place us on the slope of the crater in which %asgour eamp

we llook'ed at the compass amd Pound to our surprise we had treen roing
almoaf‘directly away from it. A persom's fiest feeling umder t%ese condition

is te start out and hurry, ever rum and igﬁ/was with effort we' retarded

our footsteps or the return. We were cetainly glad when we fin;lly reachedfg e
the shelter of the beulder under the side of which we were camped and f |
Aagaﬁyhad our fire going to dey our damp elothes. The day we passed out of
this strange resiom amd traveled over the rnliing country to ;ﬁ% noftk

we looked back into the far distance thinking of the stmamge things ‘that

we alone had seem, we each determined to go back. What we saw and found

is but 1little of what it econtains. Sometime im the momth of Haiﬁiill

find us on our way with a large FAEYX party fully equiped with ggﬁes,

laterns, flashlights and cameras, imcluding a moevie outfit andgégf FURS

for we expect to bag some of the grizzly bear which live in thﬁ%ﬁremnrk—
: i 1
ahle region. g

Some day in the not very distant future this place will be creat%&,into
a2 Natural Park or Monument, in many respects the equal and in some }he
superier to the forty five now within the borders of the United Stéies.
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When this is done and trails or roads are built thousands of people will

take advantage.o? the opportunity eof visitine this strange rexion.
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