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T
HE foldable smartphone 
market in India is expect-
ed to reach 0.8 million (8 
lakh) units in 2024, down 
from the earlier forecast 
of  1 million (10 lakh) 
units, according to Coun-

terpoint Research. Foldable smart-
phone shipments, however, grew 
19% year-on-year in Q1 2024, with 
TECNO, Motorola, and OnePlus en-
tering the segment. In terms of  mo-
bile brands, Samsung led the folda-
ble market with a 79% share, with 
the Samsung Galaxy Fold 5 account-
ing for half  of  the brand’s foldable 
shipments.

“The foldable smartphone market 
in India is still a niche segment and 
will likely remain so for a few years. 
As it faces competition from other 
premium devices, especially Apple 
iPhones, foldables must balance con-
sumer demands, usability, design, 
and pricing. Trust is a significant 
factor for these high-priced devices, 

giving global players like Samsung 
an advantage,” said Tarun Pathak, 
research director at Counterpoint 
Research. According to the research 
firm, the book-type design held the 
highest share at 76% in Q1 2024, fol-
lowed by clamshell smartphones at 
24%. It expects the book-type design 
to continue growing in the future. 
The research firm also noted that 
clamshell smartphones are particu-
larly favoured by female users due to 
their compact design.

Currently, TECNO, Motorola, and 
OnePlus offer foldable devices. Re-
cently, Chinese tech giant Vivo en-
tered the Indian foldable phone mar-
ket with the X Fold 3 Pro. With the 
launch of  the X Fold 3 Pro, the com-
pany is directly challenging estab-
lished players Samsung’s Galaxy 
Fold and the upcoming OnePlus 
Open. According to Counterpoint, 
the X Fold 3 Pro is among the first 
smartphones in India to be powered 
by Google’s next-generation Gemini 
Pro processor, promising a smoother 
and more powerful user experience.
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Elon Musk said on Wednesday his Neuralink startup is “moving on” to a second test patient as  
its tech for linking brains and computers improves. “We’re only just moving now to our second 
patient,” Musk said. “But we hope to have, if things go well, high single digits this year.” Musk’s 
neurotechnology company in January installed a brain implant in Noland Arbaugh

FRIDAY 12�07�2024

Gen AI: Not 
just for coding
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

G
ENERATIVE artificial intelligence (AI)’s po-
tential extends beyond writing code. A survey 
by the Capgemini Research Institute pointed 
out that Gen AI has applications in other soft-
ware development lifecycle activities, such as 
code modernisation or user experience (UX) 

design. According to the survey, Gen AI tools are 
used today by 46% of  software engineers for assisting 
them on various tasks. Both senior and junior soft-
ware professionals also report higher levels of  satis-
faction from using Gen AI. They see generative AI as 
a strong enabler and motivator. However, according 
to the report, 63% of  software professionals declare 
using unauthorised Gen AI tools to assist them in 
tasks. This rapid take-up, without proper governance 
and oversight in place, exposes organisations to func-
tional, security, and legal risks like hallucinated 
code, code leakage, and IP issues.

Pierre-Yves Glever, head of  global cloud & custom 
applications at Capgemini, said, “Generative AI has 
emerged as a powerful technology to assist software 
engineers, rapidly gaining adoption. Its impact on 
coding efficiency and quality is measurable and 

proven, yet it holds prom-
ise for other software ac-
tivities. However, we 
must remember that the 
true value will emerge 
from a holistic software 
engineering approach, 
beyond deploying a sin-
gle ‘new’ tool.”

“This involves address-
ing business needs with 
robust and relevant de-
sign, establishing com-
prehensive developer 

workspaces and assistants, implementing quality 
and security gates, and setting up effective software 
teams. The focus should be on what genuinely gen-
erates value,” he added. Gen AI is expected to play 
a key role in augmenting the software workforce, 
assisting in more than 25% of  software design, de-
velopment, and testing work in the next two years. 
About 80% of  software professionals believe that by 
automating simpler repetitive tasks, Gen AI tools 
and solutions will significantly transform their 
function, freeing up time for them to focus on high-
er-value-adding tasks. More than three quarters of  
software professionals are confident that generative 
AI has the potential to boost collaboration with non-
technical business teams. While the generative AI 
adoption for software engineering is still in its early 
stages, with 9 in 10 organisations yet to scale, the 
report found that organisations with active Gen AI 
initiatives are already reaping multiple benefits 
from its adoption – fostering innovation coming 
first place, followed by improving software quality.

T
HE first mover always has an advantage. South Korean tech 
giant Samsung launched its first foldable device back in 
2019 and has seen increased adoption with each generation 
since. On Wednesday, Samsung launched its sixth-genera-
tion Galaxy Z Fold 6 and Z Flip 6 foldables, which are much 
more refined in terms of  design, hardware, and other es-

sential features.

SAMSUNG GALAXY Z FOLD 6
Priced starting from `1,64,999 for the 256GB base variant, the  
Galaxy Z Fold 6 features a 7.6-inch Dynamic AMOLED 2X main display 
with a 120Hz adaptive refresh rate. The new foldables are powered by 
the Snapdragon 8 Gen 3 chipset and offer up to 12GB of RAM and a 
whopping 1TB of storage. The Galaxy Z Fold 6 features a triple rear 
camera system that includes a 12MP ultra-wide sensor, a 50MP wide-
angle sensor with OIS, and a 10MP telephoto lens with OIS. In terms of AI 
capabilities, the device handles many tasks with ease. For instance, its 
Note Assist feature offers translation, summaries, and auto-formatting 
for simple and easy meeting notes. The PDF overlay translation feature 
in Notes translates and overlays text in PDF files perfectly and even 
supports text in images and graphs. With the AI-powered Photo 
Ambient, the wallpaper changes in real-time based on the time and 
weather. Live Translate, which translates phone calls directly on your 
device in real-time, is now being extended beyond Samsung’s native 
calling app to a selection of popular third-party apps and many others.

THE GALAXY Z FLIP 6
Priced starting from `1,09,999 for the 256GB model, the new Samsung 
Galaxy foldables will be available for pre-order from July 10, with sales 
starting on July 24 across many countries. The flip phone sports a 6.7-inch 
Dynamic AMOLED 2X display when unfolded, while the cover screen 
measures 3.4 inches with a Super AMOLED panel and supports a 60Hz 
refresh rate. The Galaxy Z Flip 6 weighs 187 grams, the same as its 
predecessor. The new 50MP wide and 12MP ultra-wide sensors provide an 
upgraded camera experience with clear and crisp details in pictures.
FlexCam continues to offer a versatile camera experience and unlocks new 
creative options. With the new Auto Zoom feature, FlexCam automatically 
finds the best framing for your shot by detecting the subject and adjusting 
the zoom level before making any necessary adjustments. 

Samsung launches 6th  
gen foldable phones
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touch 8 lakh 
units in 2024

Apple to produce  
90 million iPhone 16 

devices in 2024, driven 
by expected AI features
R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

A
PPLE is set to produce 90 million iPhone 16 de-
vices in 2024, a significant 10% increase over last 
year’s iPhone 15 series production. The tech gi-
ant will launch its latest flagship iPhone 16 se-
ries globally in September, boasting numerous 
major upgrades, including AI capabilities. Ac-

cording to reports, Apple anticipates strong demand 
from buyers, reflecting the excitement surrounding the 
new features and improvements, particularly in major 
markets like China. Apple is also trying to catch up with 
Chinese smartphone makers like Xiaomi and Huawei, 
which have already integrated AI capabilities into their 
devices, giving them a head start in the AI race.

NEW FEATURES
WWDC 2024, Apple announced that the iPhone 16 series 
will introduce a software update, iOS 18, which will 
revamp several key features of  the device. Apple Intel-
ligence will introduce writing tools to help users re-
write, proofread, and summarize text across Mail, 
Notes, Pages, and third-party apps. The Rewrite feature 
will offer different versions of  text, adjusting the tone
as needed. Additionally, there will be a Proofread fea-
ture to check grammar and structure, suggesting edits. 
The Summarize option can condense long texts into 
brief  formats like bulleted lists or tables. Another Ap-
ple Intelligence feature will allow users to highlight 
urgent emails at the top of  the inbox and preview sum-
maries instead of  just the first few lines, simplifying 
the handling of  long threads. Smart Reply will offer 
quick response suggestions to ensure comprehensive 
replies. Apple has also introduced a Genmoji feature 
that will allow users to create custom emojis by typing 
descriptions. These emojis can represent friends and 
family based on photos and be used in messages as 
stickers or reactions, enhancing communication.

All these features are expected to arrive globally in 
September with the 

launch of  the iPhone 16 
series. However, a few 
new updates mentioned 
during the WWDC 2024 
event will have to wait a 
little longer. Another re-
port suggested that the 

revamped Siri with Ap-
ple Intelligence will 
only be released in 2025 

and will not be available 
before then. The beta 
version for this feature 

will arrive for testing in 
January 2025.


