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US defence
secy Austin
seeks talks

with China

SINGAPORE

UNITED States Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin told a
gathering of top security of-
ficials Saturday that war
with China was neither im-
minent nor unavoidable, de-
spite rapidly escalating ten-
sions in the Asia-Pacific
region, stressing the impor-
tance of renewed dialogue
between him and his Chi-
nese counterpart in avoid-
ing “miscalculations and
misunderstandings.”

Austin’s comments at the
Shangri-La defense forum in
Singapore came the day af-
ter he met for more than an
hour on the sidelines with
Chinese Defense Minister
Dong Jun, the first in-person
meeting between the top
defense officials since con-
tacts between the American
and Chinese militaries
broke down in 2022 after
then-US House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi visited Taiwan, in-
furiating Beijing.

Neither side budged from
their longstanding positions
on Taiwan which China
claims as its own and has
not ruled out using force to
take and on China’s sweep-
ing claims in the South Chi-
na Sea, which has led to di-
rect confrontations between
China and other nations in
the region, most notably the
Philippines. While declining
to detail the specifics of
their conversation, Austin
said the most important
thing was that the two were
again talking. AFP

Biden pushes for truce, says Hamas
incapable of attacking Israel again

US prez details three-phase deal proposed by Israel to end war; Hamas says viewing it positively

WASHINGTON

US President Joe Biden on Fri-
day detailed a three-phase deal
proposed by Israel to Hamas
militants that he says would
lead to the release of the re-
maining hostages in Gaza and
could end the grinding, nearly
8-month-old Mideast war.

Biden added that Hamas is
“no longer capable” of carry-
ing out another large-scale at-
tack on Israel as he urged Israe-
lis and Hamas to come to a deal
to release the remaining hos-
tages for an extended cease-fire.
The Democratic president in
remarks from the White House
called the proposal “aroad map
to an enduring cease-fire and
the release of all hostages”.

Biden said the first phase of
the proposed deal would last
for six weeks and would in-
clude a “full and complete
cease-fire”, a withdrawal of Is-
raeli forces from all densely
populated areas of Gaza and
the release of a number of hos-
tages, including women, the
elderly and the wounded, in ex-
change for the release of hun-
dreds of Palestinian
prisoners.

American hostages would be
released at this stage, and re-
mains of hostages who have
been killed would be returned
to their families. Humanitari-
an assistance would surge dur-
ing the first phase, with 600
trucks being allowed into Gaza
each day.

The second phase would in-
clude the release of all remain-
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ing living hostages, including
male soldiers, and Israeli forces
would withdraw from Gaza.
“And as long as Hamas lives
up to its commitments, the tem-
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34 arrested after
protest at US museum

New York City police said
Saturday that they had 34
people in custody following a
pro-Palestinian protest at the
Brooklyn Museum, which
reported damage to some
artwork. Hundreds of protesters
marched to the museum on
Friday afternoon, set up tentsin
the lobby and unfurled a ‘Free
Palestine’ banner from the
building’s roof before police
moved in to make arrests

porary cease-fire would be-
come, in the words of the Israe-
li proposal, the cessation of
hostilities permanently,” Biden
said.

The third phase calls for the
start of a major reconstruction
of Gaza, which faces decades of
rebuilding from devastation
caused by the war. The 4-1/2
page Israeli proposal was trans-
mitted to Hamas on Thursday.

Meanwhile, congressional
leaders on Friday invited Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to deliver an ad-
dress at the US Capitol. The in-
vitation from House Speaker
Mike Johnson, a Republican,
and Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, a Democrat,
has been in the works for some
time though there is great con-
cern, especially among the
Democrats, about Israel’s pur-
suit of the war.

No date for the speech was
set.Biden acknowledged that
keeping the Israeli proposal on
track would be difficult, saying
there were a number of “de-
tails to negotiate” to move from
the first phase to the second.

One roadblock to overcome
during the first phase would in-
volve the two sides agreeing on
the ratio of hostages to prison-
ers to be released during the
next phase, according to a sen-
ior Biden administration offi-
cial who briefed reporters on
the condition of anonymity.

Hamas, meanwhile, said it
“views positively” the Israeli
plan laid out by Biden.

Biden’s remarks came as the
Israeli military confirmed that
its forces are now operating in
central parts of Rafah in its ex-
panding offensive in the south-
ern Gaza city. AFP

Russia targets Ukrainian energy
sites in massive overmght attack

SINGAPORE

RUSSIA fired a combined 100
missiles and drones at Ukraine
overnight in a barrage that
targeted energy sites across
the country, Ukrainian offi-
cials said on Saturday.

Russia has launched dozens
of aerial attacks at Ukraine’s
power facilities throughout
the war, causing significant
damage and energy shortages
as Ukraine’s stretched air de-
fences struggle to repel the
waves of drones and missiles.

“The enemy launched 53
missiles of various types and
47 attack drones,” the air force
said, adding that it shot down
35 of the missiles and all but
one of the drones.

Two thermal power plants
were damaged in the attack,
the DTEK operator said, with-
out specifying where they were
located. “It was another ex-
tremely difficult night for the
Ukrainian energy sector. The
enemy struck two of our ther-
mal power plants. The equip-
ment was seriously damaged,”
the company said in a
statement on Telegram.

It was the sixth major attack
on DTEK thermal power plants

Indian-origin boy eyes
record with Rubik’s Cube

LONDON

A British Indian schoolboy
who created a giant art-
work depicting Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak by using
his Rubik’s Cube-solving
skills is eyeing a speed
record entry into the
“Guinness World Records”
this year. Henil Soni, 11,
was recently awarded with
an Inspire Award by the
British Youth Internation-
al College (BYITC) at an
event in the UK Parliament
complex for his mastery of
the Rubik’s Cube as a “tes-
tament to his sharp intel-
lect and unwavering
determination”.

The pupil of the Two Vil-
lage C of E (VC) Primary
School at Harwich in Es-
sex, south-east England, is
excited at the prospect of
taking his cube-solving to
the next level. “I am deeply
honoured to receive the In-

spire Award at the British
Parliament. BYITC’s recog-
nition has provided me
with a platform to show-
case my achievements, and

unique talent. In August,
he wants to showcase his
speed-solving prowess and
create a massive cube mo-
saic of Narendra Modi.

“I am eagerly anticipat-
ing the opportunity to at-
tempt breaking the Guin-
ness World Record on
August 4 in India, where I
will demonstrate my speed-
solving prowess with the
Rubik’s Cube,”
Soni. PTI

A fire service personnel extinguishing a fire at an auto servrce station in Kyrv | AFP

since mid-March, it added.

Ukraine’s Energy Minister
German Galushchenko said
Russia had targeted sites in
five regions — Donetsk, Dni-
propetrovsk, Kirovograd,
Ivano-Frankivsk and Zapor-
izhzhia — stretching from near
the eastern frontlines to
Ukraine’s west, which borders
the European Union.

The ministry warned that
power restrictions were likely

on Saturday evening as a result
of the attacks. President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said Moscow
was trying to “exploit” a lack
of “determination” among
Ukraine’s key Western backers
and repeated his call for more
air defence systems. “Russia’s
main goal is to normalise ter-
ror, to exploit the lack of suffi-
cient air defence and determi-
nation of Ukraine’s partners,”
he said. AFP

SL nabs handler
of IS suspects

sent to India

COLOMBO

SRI Lankan Police have arrested the suspect-
ed handler of the four of its nationals who
were arrested at Ahmedabad airport in India

S Africa’s ANC looks
for allies to form govt
after losing majority

JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH Africa’s ruling ANC
faced a search for allies to help
it form a new government on
Saturday after it lost its three-
decade-old absolute majority
in a watershed election.

With 99% of the votes from
Wednesday’s election counted,
President Cyril Ramaphosa’s
African National Congress
had only 40%, a catastrophic
slump from the 57.5% it won in
2019. This marks a historic
turning point for South Africa
as the party has enjoyed an ab-
solute majority since 1994,
when liberation leader Nelson
Mandela led the nation out
of white-minority rule
and into democracy.

The ANC must now
either negotiate a coa-
lition government, or
at least persuade other
parties to back Ram-
aphosa’s re-election in par-
liament to allow him to form a
minority government reliant
on other parties for support to
pass budgets and legislation.

“We have been talking with
everybody even before the
election,” ANC’s deputy secre-
tary general Nomvula Mokon-
yane said, saying the party’s
NEC decision-making body
would meet to decide on a
course of action after final re-
sults are announced. “It’s
about ensuring that the stabil-
ity both in government and
stability in our country.” She
would not be drawn on wheth-
er the party might replace
Ramaphosa after the party’s

1/

record poor showing, saying:
“For now, it’s not an issue.” As
votes continued to be validat-
ed, data from the Independent
Electoral Commission (IEC)
showed the centre-right Demo-
cratic Alliance (DA) held sec-
ond place with 21.71%, slightly
up on its 20.77% showing in
2019 election.

The party, which governs
Western Cape province and
has promised a free market
agenda at odds with the ANC’s
left-wing traditions.

Asked about the chances of
a coalition with the ANC,
Helen Zille, the DA party
chairwoman, said: “Negotia-

tions haven’t started but

some channels have

been opened, individu-

als talking to
individuals.”

She also did not rule

out allowing the ANC

to attempt to rule alone,

telling AFP: “A minority

government would be some-

thing completely new in South

Africa but it is an option

amongst others”.

But it was not a surge by the
DA that cut into the ANC'’s
vote share. In third place was
former president Jacob Zu-
ma’s uMkhonto weSizwe (MK)
on 12.6% , a surprise score for
a party founded just months
ago as a vehicle for the former
ANC chief.

Malema and Zuma are
former ANC members and
some observers have suggest-
ed that they would be more
natural partners for the ruling
coalition. AFP

4 Pak soldiers killed in blast in restive province

Peshawar: At least four Pakistan Army soldiers were killed while three others were
injured in an IED blast in the country’s restive northwest region, police said. The incident
occurred late on Friday evening when the security forces were on patrolling duty in the
Sra Bangla and Tarkhanan area of the country’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. The
injured were immediately shifted to hospital and admitted, said the police
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for their alleged links with the banned Is-
lamic State (ISIS) outfit.

The Criminal Investigation Department
arrested Pushparaja Osman, 46, on Friday
in Colombo. Sri Lanka Police recently an-
nounced a cash award of Rs 2 million for
any credible information on his
whereabouts.

Police had issued a wanted notice and a
video of him seeking information from the
public. The CID arrested him and he was be-
lieved to have made telephone contact with
the four people arrested at the Ahmedabad
airport, the police said.

The Gujarat Anti-Terrorist Squad arrested
four Sri Lankans with links to ISIS at the air-
port in Ahmedabad. The four men took an
Indigo flight from Colombo to Chennai on
May 19.

Commenting on the investigations so far
the police spokesman Nihal Thalduwa said
that police were unable yet to verify that the
four are linked to ISIS. “If they had promot-
ed the ISIS ideology in Sri Lanka is yet to be
established,” he said.

Last month, the Sri Lankan authorities
launched a high-powered operation to inves-
tigate the four Sri Lankans arrested in
Gujarat.
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Notice for sale of Immavable assats

E-Auction Sale Matice lor Sals of Immovable Assals undar the Secwrization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assats and Enforcement of Security Interesi Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rula 8 (8) of the Security Interast
(Enforcament ) Rules, 2002
Molice is heraby given lo the public in genaral and in padicutar to the Borrowear(s) and Guarantons) thal the
below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Credifor, the Physical Possession
of which has baon taken by the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd,, will be sold on "As |8
“As s whal 1587, and "Whatever thers is”, as par the brial particulars given haraunder,

- Kuria Ropd, Andhan (East), Mumbai - 400058, India
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Date
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The onling auction will be conducted on website (URL Link- https:/iBestAuctionDeal.com) of our auction
agency Globe Tech. The Morigagors! notice are given a last chance to pay the total dues with further inferast
fill July 09, 2024 before 05:00 PM eise these secured assals will be sold as per above schedule.

The Prospective Bidders) must submit the Eamest Money Deposit (EMLY) RTGS! Demand Draft (DD (Refer
iZoluemn E) at ICIC] Home Finance Company Limited, 18t Floor, Shop No. 230, T.C. VIG7T3/1-4(2), M G
Corporate Centre, Medical College PO, Ulloor, Trivandrum- 695011 on or before July 09, 2024 before
04:00 PM. The Prospective Bidder(s) must alsp submit signed copy of Registration Form & Bid Terms and
Conditions form at lCICT Home Finance Company Limited, 15t Floor, Shop No. 2130, T.C, VIVET3/1-4(2), M
G Corporate Centre, Medical College PO, Ulloor, Trivandrum- 685011 on or bafora July 08, 2024 before
05.00 PM. Eamest Money Deposgit Demand Draft (DD should be from a Mationalized/Scheduled Bank in favor
of "ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd.- Auction” payabla al Trivandrum,

For any further clanfications with regards 1o inspaction, terms and conditions of the auction or submission of
lenders, kindly contact ICICI Home Finance Company Limited an 8920807300 or our Sales & Marketing
Partner NexXen Solutions Private Limited.
The Authorized Officer resarves the right o rejact any ar all the bids withoul fumishing any further reasons
For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, pleasevisit hittps:fiwww.icicihfc.com/

: June 02, 2024
Place : Trivandrum

Authorized Officer
ICIGI Hame Finance Company Limit-u_nrilj

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Securily IMerest Act 2002 read with proviso 1o Rule B{6) of the Security Intarest (Enforcement) Rulas 2002
Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrowean(s] and Guarantor (5} that
the below described immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the Canara Bank, Secured Crediter,
the Physical /Symbolic Possession of which has besn faken by the Authorised Officer of Canara
Bank, baing the Secured Creditor, will ba sald on “As is where is", "As is what i5"” and "Whatever
there is" basis on 21.06.2024, for recovery respective dues with future interest and cosis io the
Canara Bank as mentioned balow

Name of the Borrower! | SmiRadha ¥, Wia Gopaian & Sn. Shibu Gopalan, 5o Gopalan, both residing at Puthen Vila Veedu,
Guaranior Thennoorkonarn, Chirayinkeezhu P O, Thinvananthapuram- 635314
Dusie Armiowdnt : Rs.26,03,678.63 (Rupess Twanly Six Lacs Three Thousand Eight Hundred ::nF--.-enI,r Eight and Paisa Seity Theee Oanly)
as on 31.05.2024 plus further interest and costs

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY : All that part and parcal of land mea-s..,'mg 2 83 Aures along with bullding thereon
i Sy Mo, B8 6-5 of Kizhuvitam Vikage, Chirsynkeszha Takk, Trvandoam Chetdct staring in the name of Smid. Radiva V' & Shiri. Shibu
Gopalan having the BOUNDARIES here s mentionad : Eest - Prapery of Sheeja, South - Road, Weat - Pathway & Property of Babu,
Marth ; Propery of Jamesia Baaw

Reserve Price : Rs.6,75,000.00

EMD : Rs.67.500.00

| Ms. Mubarak Dally Fresh Bakery rep by s Prop.5i Thajudeen A (Beerower), Sel. Thajudeen A
I'Errrn:mr:'l'dw'qemrl & Smt.Rahiyanath E!ree'n imortgagod], Wo 56, Thajudeen A bath residing a8 Mubarak
| House, Palode. Aanad, Pacha PO, Trvandrum GR5562
Due Amount : Rs.24.03 198 ESr.F{upaes ‘I'.-'.Eﬂtg,- FourLaca Theee Thousand One Hundred Hinety Eight end Paa Twenly Fe Only)
a8 on 31.05.2024 phis further meerest and costs [Enown Encumbrances: Nilto the knowledge of the Bank
DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY : Allthat part and parced of the land wilh an extenl of 84 sg mir {100 s0.6nks} of
undivided share in the land of 500 Cents of propery in Re Sy Mo 2300054-1-1 slong 'with the residential F st vide Flat do: PP S 1158
m the 5% Floor of lha budlding siuates tharein and its ovarhead space with right of passage through the slaircass n Peringamala
Village, Nedumangesd Taluk, Thirusananihapuram District, owned by S, Thajudesn A and Smit. Rabhiyanath Beevi. BOUNDED:
Easl . Propery of MrHashém, South | Foad, Weet | Property of Shujahith, Mazer & Cthers, North . Propery of Town Juma Masjid

EMD : Rs.4,20,000.00

Wame of the Borrower! | Sri.Ramdas N & Smi.Sajitha 5, Win Bamdas N, both residing ag Vilayil Veste, Vaavgorkonam,
Guarantor Vellalipor PO, Kilmanoor, Thindananthapuram : Bo5607

Due Amount : Rs. 76,83, 78866 (Fupaes Savanly Six Lacs Nty Theee Thousand Seven Hundnad Sidy Eighl and Pasa Filly Six
iy ) asan 31.05.2004 plusfurther interest and costs

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES : A pmarl ared paarce) of landg having an exten of 24230 Ares of Bod & Resdential
Bulkding, comprmed m Re Sy Mo 22501 described ag propedy 1, 148 Ares of land in Re Sy No 21407-1 describod. as
propery 2, bodh in Bk Mo, 38 of Vellalloor Village, Chirsyinkeezhu Tatuk, Thvandrum district in the rame of Mr.Ramdas M.

All part ard parcel of lsnd messurng 4.45 Ares of propesty compsed inRe Sy o 2201 2-1 in Block Mo 38 of Viellalloor Village, Chirayinkesrhy
Taluk, Trivandrum district in the name of Smt.Sajitha, Wio Ramdas M described as propery 3.

Boundaries: property 1: Onthe Easiby - Properdy Mo2 and propedies of Mr.Noomedsan and Thulasi; On ibe South by ;. Properties of
Sml Brwdu angd Serd, Sahseng, O the West by Property of Sl Endira s Aimibal, SO the Mardh by ;. Propedies of Sqil Bndu st Baly,
Bowmsdaries: property 2 Onthe Easiby  Road, On e Sauth by Propetes of e Mooudesn, On tha Westby | Property of Mr Ramdas
Onthe Marth by - Propenties of MeNooredeean, Boundarbes: property 3 1 On the Eastiby . Progeny of Baby, On the South by: Properiies
of Smt.Indirs and Mr.Ramadas, Onthe West by - Propeny of Mr.Rajendran, On the Nonh by - Propenies of Mr. Raendran

Known Encumbrances: Mil to the knowledge of the Bank
B, 00, 000,00 = sl

FA Name of the Bormower!
Guaranior:

Reserve Price :

Rs.42,00,000.00

Name of the Borrower! | 5ri.5umesh, Shri. Subin and Shri. Subdharsanan, 5l residing at Panathi Mandzam. Kaipetti M,
Guarantos: | Avanavancherry PO, Attingal, Thirvananthapuram GB5 103

Duwe Amount: Rs51,22,944,00 [Rupses Fifty Dine Lacs Twenty Twa Thousand Mne Hundrad Fory Four Onlyhas on 31052024 plus

further inferesl and costs - __|Known Encumbrances: Nil to the knowledge of the Bank

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY : All that par and parcel of land with bullding thereon measuring

2,60 Ares inRe Sy Mo I35 loostad in Asanavancheny Village, Chimyinkeszhu Taluk, Trivandmum District in the nams of S, Sumesh.
BOUNDARIES : East . Properly of Smi Sulekha, South = Property of Smi Sulekha, Weat - Properly of Shel Sureah

Waorth - Road

Reserve Price : Rs.40,50,000.00

EMD : Rs.4,05,000.00
Mr. Bijo Kumar 5, 5o 5asi's, Thottathil Veedy, Eaduveyil, Mamam, Atlingal, Trivandrom, Kerala, 895101
and Smi. Seema. Wio S Bijukumer, Srespadmam. MR Anganwad, Alingal PO, Trivandrm, Kersda

Due Amount | Rs.12,9%,035.98 (Rupees Twelve Lacs Minaty Mine Thousand Thirty Five and Paisas Minety Eight Oaly) as on
:]-1 05 21].34{:- us Turthesr nigresl as el cogls

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY - All part-and parcel of land having an extent of 1.21 Ares, compnsad of
Old Sy MNo: 1444/B-2-3 along with single storied building in Avanavanchery Village, Chirayvinkeszhu Taluk, Therwyananthapuram
Drisdricl cned by Mrs. Seema B, BOUNDED: MNardh @ Properly of Sumathy South @ 300 wde Road, East: Propirty of Aniths
West - Proparty of Menirmol Krnown Encumbrances; Nil to the knowledge of the Bank

Resarve Price : Rs.1.3,50,000.00 | EMD : Rs.1,35,000.00
e e S

Date & time of e-Auction : 21.06.2024 between 11.30 AM to12.30 PM
{(with unlimited extension of 5 minutes duration each till sale is concluded)

Last Date for Submission of bid application with EMD : 18.06.2024 : 5.00 PM

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link "E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's
wehsite: www.canarabank.com or may contaci Manager, Canara Bank, Iltem No,1 & 2 : Chirayinkeezhu
Branch Ph. No.04T0-2640570, B2B1991317, 9846593984, Item No.3 . Kilimancor Branch
Ph. No.0470-2640570, B2B1991317, 9846593984, e No.4 & 5 : Attingal | Branch Ph. No. 0470 2625356,
8281991310, during office hours on any working day

INSPECTION OF DATE AND TIME OF PROPERTIES : Prior appointment with authorised
officer any working day between 10.00 am and 5.00 pm.

Portal of e auction:http:/lindianbankseauction.com
Uate . : 31.05.2024 (Sdi-}) {Authorised Officer),

Name of the Borrower!
Guarantar

T

Canara Bank

epaper.new'rnd'ranexpress.c:nm.

Place : Thiruvananthapuram




