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Tomato prices reach G80 per kg at  
Kurnool retail markets

Kurnool: Due to non availability of stock in local markets, 
tomato price has soared to J80 per kg at various open 

retail markets in Kurnool district, particularly in 
Yemmiganur, Adoni and Kurnool city. It is expected that the 

prices might reach J100 per kg in the next couple of days. 
The price of tomato increased to J80 in June in Pathikonda 

wholesale market in Kurnool district. Traders opined that 
the situation may continue till the end of July.

EXPRESS READ

Karnataka HC grants anticipatory bail to Prajwal’s mother Bhavani
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka High Court on 
Tuesday granted anticipatory 
bail to Bhavani Revanna, an ac-
cused in the kidnap of  a victim 
of  sexual assault allegedly in-
volving her son, former MP Pra-
jwal Revanna. 

Justice Krishna S Dixit pro-
nounced the order while allow-
ing her petition for 12 reasons, 
and continued the conditions im-
posed while granting interim an-
ticipatory bail on June 7.

Noting that it is difficult to 
agree with the contention of  the 
Special Public Prosecutor (SPP) 
that the accused has not cooper-
ated in the investigation, despite 
the grant of  interim anticipatory 
bail which stipulates the condi-
tion of  cooperation, the court 
said she appeared before the Spe-
cial Investigation Team (SIT) and 
answered 80 questions. 

Police cannot insist that an ac-
cused should give answers in the 
way the police desire, the court 
added. 

The SPP contended 
that the accused had not 
prevented her son from 
sexually abusing sever-
al women and fleeing 
the country, therefore, 
she should not be grant-
ed bail ;  the cour t  
said this argument is 

too farfetched. “The son 
has been taken into cus-
tody by the police and 
what duty a mother 
owes in law to prevent 
her major children from 
committing offences? 
Also, she is not an abet-
tor in the cases regis-

tered against her son,” the  
court said. 

The SPP’s contention that the 
petitioner hails from a political 
background cannot be disputed, 
but is not a sole consideration for 
d e ny i n g  b a i l ,  e s p e c i a l ly  
when the petitioner is a married 
woman.  Displacement  of   
women even for a short period 
disturbs the dependents, and 
hence women by their very na-
ture deserve preferential treat-
ment in matters of  bail, the court 
observed.

The son has been taken into custody by the police and what duty a mother 
owes in law to prevent her major children from committing offences? Also, 
she is not an abettor in the cases registered against her son, and sexual 
abuses that happened on the property belonging to the petitioner can 
only be a poor factor to decide anticipatory bail  — Karnataka HC

G Sudhakaran flayed 
for criticising CPM

CPM, BJP making bombs, cops 
inefficient: Kannur DCC prez

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Alappuzha

AFTER senior leader and 
former minister G Sud-
hakaran lambasted CPM 
leaders in the district, 
MLA H Salam gave a 
sharp reply to him on 
Tuesday. Sudhakaran’s 
comments on the party’s 
failure in the Lok Sabha 
election and the style of  
functioning of  
leaders had put the 
CPM in the dock.

Sudhakaran had 
said political crim-
inals were work-
ing against him. 
Replying to him, 
Salam said: “Po-
litical criminalism 
also includes giv-
ing weapons to op-
p o n e n t s  wh i l e 
sticking to a par-
ticular ideology. 
Sudhakaran is 
supporting oppo-
nents while stick-
ing to an ideology. 
It is also political crimi-
nalism,” he told reporters 
in Alappuzha. 

“Sudhakaran is a senior 
leader and the CPM has 
given him all respect and 
positions in the party and 
government. He contested 
seven times to the assem-
bly and became the cen-

tral committee and state 
committee member of  the 
party. The party also gave 
him many other positions. 
However, he had to keep 
away from electoral poli-
tics in the last assembly 
election as the party de-
cided not to field two-time 
MLAs. The party also de-
cided to keep away senior 
leaders from the state 
committee. Naturally, 

Sudhakaran was 
also kept out of  
the state commit-
tee,” Salam said.

He also said 
that people know 
why senior leader 
K R Gouri re-
signed from the 
party. “When we 
try to examine 
the exact reasons 
for the resigna-
tion of  Gouri, 
more things have 
to be divulged. 
The resignation 
of  Gouri was a 
major setback to 

the party in the district. 
However, the party over-
came all such difficul-
ties,” Salam said. 

After the 2021 assembly 
election, Sudhakaran had 
come out against district 
leaders over various is-
sues  which became 
controversial.

Stop playing 
hide and seek, 
CM tells Centre 
over NEET row
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

CHIEF MINISTER Pinarayi Vi-
jayan demanded that the Union 
government stop playing hide-
and-seek in the NEET contro-
versy and conduct a compre-
hensive investigation to resolve 
the concerns of  students and 
parents. He said the allegations 
raised about the NEET UG re-
sults are affecting the credibil-
ity of  the en-
trance exam 
system. 

T h e  C M ’ s 
comment came 
at a time when 
all major oppo-
sition parties 
have expressed 
concern over the conduct of  
the examination.

“It is surprising that the Cen-
tre is not prepared to intervene 
effectively despite realising that 
sabotage in the conduct of  the 
test is a very serious matter. 
Neither the Centre nor the Na-
tional Testing Agency, could 
provide a satisfactory explana-
tion. The authorities continue 
to gamble with the future of  stu-
dents,” he said. He stopped short 
of  saying the task of  conducting 
medical entrance exams should 
be given back to the states. 

Tamil Nadu CM M K Stalin 
and Karnataka Deputy CM D K 
Shivakumar had demanded 
that states be allowed to con-
duct their own medical en-
trance exams.

Help us raise fund to save 
my daughter, requests  
Nimisha Priya’s mother

Move comes after party’s national leader H D Kumaraswamy joined Narendra Modi cabinet

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad

THE MOTHER of  Nimisha Pri-
ya who is convicted of  the 2017 
murder of  a Yemeni national 
Talal Abdo Mahdi, has request-
ed the public to help them raise 
the blood money to save Nimi-
sha from death row.

Addressing mediapersons of  
Palakkad from Yemen via vid-
eo conference on Tuesday, Ni-
misha’s mother Prema Kumari 
feared that Yemen’s Supreme 
Judicial Council that rejected 
Nimisha’s appeal in November 
last year would ‘take the final 
step’ soon and only the blood 
money can save her from the 
execution. 

“After years of  efforts by 
members of  Save Nimisha Pri-
ya International Action Coun-
cil and the state and Union gov-
ernments, the Indian Embassy 
in Djibouti has appointed a law-
yer who is a Yemeni national 
and agreed to find mediators 
willing to negotiate for Nimi-
sha and provide other assist-
ance. However, as per the Yem-
eni tribal laws and practices, 
only their heads could carry 
out the negotiations with Mah-
di’s family,” Kumari, who went 
to Yemen’s capital Sana’a in 
April to meet her daughter, 
narrated the updates.

Yemen follows Sharia law 
which allows for a pardon if  
the victim’s family accepts 
‘blood money’. The action coun-

cil members estimate the cum 
to be around `3 crore. “Howev-
er, as per the rules in Yemen, 
where India doesn’t have diplo-
matic presence, we cannot ne-
gotiate directly with Mahdi’s 
family, but only through the 
heads of  their tribal communi-
ties. We need to immediately 
raise `25 lakh to start interac-
tion with the tribe heads and 
another `25 lakh to apply for 
the pardon through them. What 
we are trying immediately is to 
raise `50 lakh to start the pre-
negotiation talks for which we 
request the help of  kind-heart-
ed persons,” A K Moosa Master, 
one of  the key members of  the 
action council, told TNIE.

Priya, who worked as a nurse 
in Yemen and later started a 
clinic partnering with Mahdi, 
was awarded the maximum 
punishment after she injected 
him with sedatives in order to 
get back her passport from his 
possession. Mahdi died of  
overdose.

JD(S) in Kerala to form new party
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ T’Puram

EAGER to wriggle out of  the 
tough situation it has found it-
self  in after the party national 
leadership joined hands with 
the BJP, the Janata Dal (S) in 
Kerala has decided to form a 
new party. The party leader-
ship meet held at the state 
committee office in 
Thiruvananthapuram 
on Tuesday decided to 
form a party sporting a 
new name, flag and 
symbol.

JD(S), which is part of  
the Left front in the state, was 
in a spot after national leader H 
D Kumaraswamy joined the 
Narendra Modi cabinet. The 
party unit in Kerala had imme-
diately announced its decision 
to continue with the LDF. How-
ever, both the UDF and the BJP 
have been attacking the Left 

over JD(S) being part of  the 
Left cabinet in Kerala and Modi 
cabinet at the Centre. The UDF 
has been demanding that the 
CM seek the resignation of  par-
ty minister K Krishnankutty 
from the Left cabinet.

Announcing the decision to 
form a new party, JD(S) state 

chief  Mathew T Thomas 
said the new party 
would adhere to social-
ist principles and tread 
the path of  Jaya Pra-
kash Narayanan and 

Ram Manohar Lohia. It 
would be part of  the Left 

front, while  simultaneously re-
maining as an independent po-
litical entity. 

The leadership has formed a 
panel to finalise the name and 
other related formalities.

“The new name will be regis-
tered soon. A final decision will 
be taken after looking into the 

legal aspects too in this regard.
If  the national leadership de-
cides to cut ties with the BJP, 
the Kerala unit will go back to 
the party,” Mathew Thomas
said.

The JD(S) has decided not to 
merge with any party, includ-
ing RJD, for the time being. A 
decision on merger with the Sa-
majwadi Party will be taken 
later, said sources. 

“It has been decided not to 
merge with RJD. However, the 
option of  merger with SP will 
be decided later. Since it will be 
a new party, there’s no reason 

for the MLAs to resign,” said a 
senior leader.

“The party in Kerala has al-
ready severed ties with the na-
tional leadership and hence, 
there’s no need to inform the 
national leadership,” the leader 
said.

Though the Kerala JD(S) had 
announced that it had severed 
ties with the national leader-
ship, technically it remained as 
the Kerala unit of  the JD(S) led 
by Deve Gowda. A few senior 
leaders like C K Nanu and 
Neelalohithadas were unhappy 
with the Kerala unit’s dilly-dal-
lying. Moving away from the 
official faction could lead to 
disqualification of  the two 
JD(S) MLAs -Mathew Thomas 
and K Krishnankutty - in the 
state. It’s in this backdrop that 
Mathew Thomas announced 
the decision to form a new 
party.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P 1

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kannur

EVEN after the election results 
were declared, several incidents of  
bomb attacks were reported from 
the district. 

DCC president Martin George 
said even as the CPM and the BJP 
continue to make bombs in Kannur, 

the police department remains inef-
ficient. “Earlier, the police used to 
conduct raids regularly to check 
such illegal activities. However, 
with Pinarayi Vijayan taking charge 
of  the police department, the bomb-
making factories of  CPM and RSS 
have got the licence to operate 24 
hours a day. The police do not even 
show any interest to conduct raids,” 
Martin said in a press release

It has been decided not to 
merge with RJD. However, 
the option of merger with SP 
will be decided later. Since  
it will be a new party, there’s 
no reason for the MLAs to 
resign

A senior JD(S) leader

G Sudhakaran

H Salam

Prema Kumari with Samuel Jerome 
Bhaskaran, member of Save Nimisha 
Priya International Council, speaking 
to the media via video conference from 
Yemen on Tuesday

Assault on TNIE reporter: Court orders cops to register FIR
Bengaluru: The sixth ACMM court in Karnataka has ordered the police to register an FIR in the 
assault on a reporter of The New Indian Express. Rakshith Gowda, 23, was attacked on the ACMM 
court complex premises on June 15 when he went the cover the proceedings as actor Darshan 
was to be produced before the magistrate in connection with the Renukaswamy murder case.


