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Major Reforms made in Draft Mining Plan
Guidelines 2024 issued by Ministry of Coal

Guidelines aim to foster a more sustainable and ethical approach to coal mining
Coal mining in India has

witnessed transformative
changes in recent years,
ushering in a new era marked
by significant industry
developments. The
commencement of
commercial coal mining has
spurred unprecedented
growth, with captive and
commercial mines collectively
surpassed 100 million tons in
coal production during FY23
and likely to cross 200 million
tonnes by FY26. The adoption
of outsourcing models such as
Mine Developer and Operators
(MDOs) has emerged as a
preferred business strategy,
fostering extensive
engagement from contractors
and service providers. This
trend also encompasses the
auctioning of abandoned coal
mines under a revenue-
sharing framework.

The concept of a
responsible mining, coal mine
transformation strategies and
"just transition" have gained
prominence, emphasizing the
imperative shift from coal-
dependent economies to
sustainable alternatives while
ensuring the welfare of
workers, communities, and
the environment. This
necessitates comprehensive
measures encompassing
support for affected workers,
community development
initiatives, environmental
remediation, and policy
reforms within existing
guidelines.

In response to these
developments, the Ministry of
Coal (MoC) has revised the

framework of preparation of
Mining Plan, a pivotal step to
regulate and advance India’s
coal mining sector and issued
draft guidelines on Mining Plan
for consultation.

These guidelines serve as
a strategic blueprint for coal
mining companies, facilitating
effective planning, execution,
and monitoring of mining
activities while upholding
stringent environmental,
social, and safety standards.
The primary objective is to
optimize coal resource
extraction through sustainable
practices that minimize waste
and enhance operational
efficiency. This strategic
approach includes advanced
technological integration to
streamline operations,
thereby achieving
environmental and economic
sustainability.

Safety and health
measures constitute a
cornerstone of the revised
guidelines, ensuring the
protection of mining personnel
and local communities. Robust
safety protocols and
infrastructure are imperative
to safeguard all stakeholders
involved in coal mining
operations.

The revised draft
guidelines also focused on
responsible mining practices
that bolster the coal industry
while prioritizing ecosystem
preservation. This involves
mandatory inclusion of
restoration, remediation, and
regeneration measures in
mining plans to ensure
sustainable natural resource

management. By minimizing
environmental impacts,
addressing community
concerns, and promoting
continuous improvement in
water quality monitoring, the
guidelines aim to foster a
more sustainable and ethical
approach to coal mining. Key
reforms introduced in the
revised draft Mining Plan &
Mine Closure Guidelines
include: - Enhanced flexibility
for minor modifications in
Mining Plans, with major
changes requiring approval
from the Coal Controller
Organization (CCO).

- Provision for calendar
plan flexibil ity to
accommodate increased
annual coal production beyond
scheduled targets.

- Mandatory reporting of
other commercially valuable
minerals found within
leasehold areas to State
Governments.

- Preference for blast-free
and continuous coal-cutting
technologies in mining
methods.

- Implementation of
comprehensive Safety
Management Plans as per Coal
Mines Regulations, 2017,
including mandatory safety
audits.

- Integration of fly ash
filling protocols into mining
plans to address related
environmental concerns.

- Requirement for drone
surveys and processed
outputs for comprehensive
five-year compliance reports
of Mining Plans.

- Inclusion of sand for

stowing in mines within
revised guidelines.

- Provision for extraction of
barrier coal in adjacent mines
to conserve coal reserves.

- Facilitation of mine
amalgamation for safer and
more efficient operations,
including the use of decoaled
voids for overburden dumping.

- Permission for project
proponents to exclude non-
viable areas within allocated
blocks with detailed
justifications.

- Guidelines for dumping
overburden in areas outside
coal blocks.

- Certification of project
boundaries based on DGPS
surveys for coal blocks
allocated through auction or
allotment.

- Standardization of Heavy
Earth Moving Machinery
(HEMM) specifications to
ensure safety, efficiency, and
interoperability in coal mining
operations.

- Mandatory adoption of
conveyor belts or railway
transport for coal evacuation,
promoting environmental
sustainability.

- Requirement for
mechanized loading to
optimize coal movement from
siding to end-users, enhancing
operational efficiency and
environmental protection.

- Mandatory preparation of
Temporary and Final Mine
Closure Plans for abandoned
or discontinued mines post-
2009.

These guidelines are now
under stakeholder
consultation to facilitate an

inclusive and comprehensive
review process, ensuring that
all relevant perspectives are
considered. The stakeholders
are requested to submit their
comments by 1st July 2024.

The Ministry of Coal
remains committed to
fostering sustainable

development and
environmental stewardship in
India's coal mining sector.

These comprehensive
reforms underscore ministry’s
dedication to responsible
resource management,
community welfare, and
environmental conservation.

Union Minister, Minister of State,
Lt. Governor, Delhi and  officers of

Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change under the

Campaign 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam'
plant  saplings at Asola-Bhati

Wildlife Sanctuary
Taking forward the

saplings plantation campaign
by the Hon’ble Prime Minister
on the occasion of World
Environment Day on 5th June
2024, and to make the tree
plantation campaign a mass
movement, a tree plantation
drive was organised today in
Asola-Bhati Wildlife Sanctuary,
New Delhi. The event was
organised jointly by the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,
Government of India and the
Department of Forest and
Wildlife, Government of NCT
of Delhi. The event was graced
by the Chief Guest, Union
Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
Shri Bhupender Yadav in the
presence of Shri Kirtivardhan
Singh, Minister of State for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change. Shri Vinai
Kumar Saxena, Lieutenant
Governor, Delhi was also
present during the event.
Addressing the gathering, Shri
Bhupender Yadav said that the
initiative launched by Hon’ble
Prime Minister in Buddha
Garden, New Delhi on World
Environment Day would help
in achieving the green cover
targets to achieve green
economy and to adopt
sustainable lifestyle for
combating the challenges of
climate change. He pointed
out that there is a need to
maintain a balance between
scientific progress and nature.
Shri Yadav highlighted the
importance of deep ecological

sense which calls for deep
organic relations between
nature and its people. He also
referred to the environment
friendly lifestyle  as  mentioned
by the Hon’ble Prime Minister
in Glasgow Conference where
he announced the need to
adopt LiFE or Lifestyle for
Environment as an important
step  towards combating
climate change collectively.
Shri Yadav elaborated that
during the multilateral
meetings with other  countries,
Hon’ble Prime Minister has
provided leadership in adopting
environment friendly lifestyle,
reducing  carbon emission and
use of renewable energy
through Mission Life,
International Solar Alliance,
Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure, International Big
Cat Alliance and such other
initiatives. India fulfilled its
commitment to reduce intensity
of carbon emissions ahead of
9 years of targeted timeline as
per Paris Agreement. The
Union Minister said that many
important necessities like food,
cooking  oil, medicines,
cosmetics, energy, etc. come
from nature only and,
therefore, it  is our duty to
protect  nature and to achieve
green  targets and to increase
biological diversity. Shri Yadav
said that the Ministry is working
on various schemes/
programmes like Cheetah
relocation, Project Tiger,
Project Elephant, Project Lion,
Big Cat Alliance and MISHTI,
etc.

“Medical Care Arrangements for Haj Pilgrimage”
document unveiled by Union Health Ministry
Release of document institutionalizes comprehensive healthcare planning for Indian Haj

pilgrims in Saudi Arabia involving multiple stakeholders

Place:Ahmedabad
Date :   2-7-2024

BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL
BENCH AT AHMEDABAD

CP(CAA.)/22(AHM)2024 in CA(CAA.)/03(AHM) 2024
In the matter of the Companies Act,2013;

And
In the matter of Section 230 to 232 and other applicable provisions of

the Companies Act,2013
And

In the matter of Scheme of Amalgamation of M/s. Acroy India Private
Limited (Transferor Company) with Acroy industries (India) Private Limited
(Transferee Company) and their respective Shareholders and Creditors.

Acroy India Private Limited

(CIN: U65910GJ1969PTC001637), a company
incorporated under the applicable provisions
of Companies Act, 1956, having its registered
office at 606, Abhijit Building, Mithakhali Six
Roads, Ahmedabad, Gujarat - 380001

……. the petitioner Transferor Company

Acroy Industries (India) Private Limited

(CIN: U26941GJ1968PTC001520), a company
incorporated under the applicable provisions
of Companies Act, 1956, having its registered
office at 606, Abhijit Building, Mithakhali Six
Roads, Ahmedabad, Gujarat - 380001

  ……. the petitioner Transferee Company

NOTICE OF PETITION

A petition under section 230 read with section 232 of the Companies
Act, 2013 and other applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013
for scheme of Amalgamation of Acroy India Private Limited ('the
Transferor Company') with Acroy Industries (India) Private Limited ('the
Transferee Company') and their respective shareholders and Creditors
was presented by the petitioner Companies and vide order delivered on
20/06/2024,the said petition is fixed for hearing before Ahmedabad
Bench of the Hon'ble National Company Law Tribunal on 1/08/2024.
Any person desirous of supporting or opposing the said petition should
send to the petitioner's advocate, notice of his intention, signed by him
or his advocate, with his name and address, so as to reach the petitioner's
advocate not later than "two days" before the date fixed for the hearing
of the petition. Where he seeks to oppose the petition, the ground of
opposition or a copy of his affidavit shall be furnished with such notice.
A copy of the petition will be furnished by the undersigned to any person
requiring the same on payment of the prescribed charges for the same.

Sd/-
Ms. Dharmishta Raval
Advocate for the Petitioners
M/s. Raval & Raval Advocates,
602-604 City Centre 2, Next to
Hir Party Plot, CIMS Hospital,
Science City Road, Ahmedabad-380059

Union Health Secretary,
Shri Apurva Chandra released
a document titled, “Medical
Care Arrangements for Haj
Pilgrimage”, here today, in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Minority Affairs. Shri.
Mohammed Shahid Alam,
Consulate General of India in
Jeddah (who joined virtually),
and other stakeholders were
also present. Haj represents
the largest and most enduring
annual mass gathering event
globally. The responsibility for
medical care arrangements
lies with the Emergency
Medical Relief Division and the
International Health Division of
the Directorate General of
Health Services under Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare.
On the occasion, Shri Apurva
Chandra stated that “this
document lays the roadmap of
the health services and how
those services can be availed
of by the pilgrims.” Noting that
this is only the second year
since the healthcare
responsibilities have been
assigned to the Union Health

Ministry, he stated that “the
experience has provided
significant learnings for
improving the healthcare
services. Around 1,75,025

pilgrims undertook the Haj
pilgrimage this year from
India, of which approximately
40,000 are elderly people were
above the age of 60. In view of
the harsh weather conditions this
year, the health challenges have
necessitated round the clock
services for the pilgrims. Last
year, oral health and dental care
services have been added
learning from the past
experience”. The Union Health
Secretary also added that nearly
2 lakh OPDs have been
conducted this year, along with
visits by the medical teams to

the pilgrims.  Shri Apurva
Chandra stated that with the
help of NIC a live portal has been
developed that provides real time
data and analysis on the pilgrims
seeking medical care and the
services being provided. “We are
continuously monitoring and this
will help us to improve our
services significantly, such that
we become the beacon of
excellence to be emulated by
other countries’, he added.

The Union Health Secretary
said that “it is a matter of pride
to be of assistance to our
citizens wherever they might
be. Be it for evacuating our
students from Ukraine or
assisting our people who got
stuck in the fire incident in
Kuwait, India has always been
at the forefront in helping its
citizens.”


