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NDA leaders try to unblock most 
frequented lane at Siripuram

Rani Devalla 
Visakhapatnam

A few decisions made by the 
district officials during the 
YSRCP’s rule irked the locals 
to a considerable extent.

Following its thumping 
victory in 2024 polls, the 
BJP-TDP-JSP leaders got into 
action to ‘undo’ them with 
immediate effect.

After the initial rounds of 
the vote counting exercise on 
June 4, yellow-tinted flags of 
the TDP were seen fluttering 
at the ‘otherwise’ restricted 
zone of the tourism project 
developed in Rushikonda. 

Although the YSRCP did 

take up a massive develop-
ment project uphill under the 
banner of tourism, it drew 
criticism partly for violat-
ing the norms and more for 
excavating beyond the area 
permitted by the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change spending Rs 
500 crore approximately. 

The area was highly re-
stricted during the YSRCP 
government. But on the 
counting day, the TDP flags 
found a place uphill.

Near Tycoon junction 
in Siripuram, the most fre-
quented lane was blocked 
with concrete dividers, caus-
ing a great deal of incon-

venience for the commuters 
as they have to take a long 
route to reach the other side 
of the road. For long, Jana 
Sena Party leaders have been 
protesting against this in the 
city as they claimed that the 
blocking exercise was aimed 
at paving the way for the real 

estate project of YSRCP for-
mer MP MVV Satyanaray-
ana as a part of a remedial 
measure for Vastu. 

Despite the protests, 
the road continued to be 
blocked. However, the next 
day of the vote counting ex-
ercise, JSP leaders removed 

some of the median blocks at 
the junction. But their move 
lasted for a while as the traffic 
police rearranged the blocks 
back in its place. The police 
cautioned that such moves 
will be taken up after they 
receive instructions from the 
higher authorities.

In addition, the YSR 
viewpoint developed by the 
GVMC at Seethakonda, Jo-
dugullapalem as part of its 
beautification works wit-
nessed a new twist. A group 
of people covered the name 
with a banner of ‘Abdul 
Kalam viewpoint’ even as 
the counting exercise was in 
progress.

Following a series of such 
developments and violence 
witnessed in several parts 
of the State, TDP supremo 
N Chandhrababu Naidu ap-
pealed to the party activists 
to stay calm and refrain from 
violating regulations and in-
dulging in ‘uncalled-for’ ac-
tivities

n	YSR viewpoint developed by the GVMC at 

Seethakonda now has a different name
n	TDP flags find a place in the most restricted 

tourism project in Rushikonda
n	Concrete blocks removed at Tycoon Junction 

were replaced after a while

The Tycoon junction at Siripuram being blocked in 
Visakhapatnam  Photo: Vasu Potnuru

Vasu Potnuru 
Visakhapatnam

DISTRICT Collector A Mal-
likarjuna said that with the 
cooperation of all the depart-
ments, general elections were 
conducted in a peaceful man-
ner and media played an im-
portant role in the exercise.

Addressing the media here 
on Friday, he said that meas-
ures have been taken to gen-
erate income for the district 
and explained that petroleum 

outlets have been set up as a 
part of it. 

He mentioned that a num-
ber of development works 
were executed and modern fa-
cilities were provided at King 
George Hospital at a cost of Rs 
18 crore with the support of 
corporate social responsibility 
funds received from various 
companies.

The District Collector 
stated that Rs 10.82 crore was 
spent on modernisation works 
undertaken at many residen-
tial hostels as part of improv-
ing the campus infrastructure. 
Mallikarjuna informed that 
special measures have been 
taken for the welfare of jour-
nalists and employees in the 

district. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Police Commissioner 
A Ravi Shankar said the elec-
tion process which was held 
in a hassle-free manner in the 
district received appreciation 
from all sections and reports 
given by the observers too 
were positive. 

The CP stated that the po-
lice department maintained 
law and order utilising the ser-
vices of patrolling and striking 
teams.

Joint Collector K Mayur 
Ashok, RDOs Hussain Sa-
heb, Bhaskar Reddy, estate 
officer Lakshma Reddy,  
special deputy collectors  
Seshasailaja and Akhila  
were present.

n	Also thanks the 

media for extending 
its cooperation

n	Commissioner 

of Police A Ravi 
Shankar says the 
Visakhapatnam 
district received 
appreciation from 
all sections for 
completing the 
election procedure in 
a hassle-free manner

Collector lauds officials over 
peaceful conduct of polls

District Collector A Mallikarjuna addressing the media in Vi-
sakhapatnam on Friday. Commissioner of Police A Ravi Shankar 
and others are also seen.
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INTERNATIONAL stu-
dents from Afghanistan, 
Rwanda, Liberia, Nigeria, 
Nepal, Ethiopia, Uganda and 
Indonesia received degrees 

during the fifth special 
graduation ceremony 
organised at GITAM 
here on Friday.  

Addressing foreign 
graduates, the institu-
tion’s Pro Vice-Chan-
cellor Y Gowtham Rao 
said India’s educational 
system which is as di-
verse as its history, cul-
ture and experiences 

makes it one of the popular 
destinations for internation-
al students to study here. He 
mentioned that education 
helps countries grow eco-
nomically. 

School of Science Dean K 
S Krishna said the students 
must utilise the knowledge 
to develop their countries’ 
human resource. He sug-
gested that graduates should 
give priority to research in 
order to serve society.

International Affairs 
Director KPC Kishan in-
formed that there are over 
400 students from 25 coun-
tries pursuing their stud-
ies at GITAM. He thanked 

the Central government for 
initiating the study in In-
dia programme to promote 
Indian universities abroad. 
He said that India is home 
to inventions and discover-
ies from various avenues and 
they have been adopted by 
the world.

A total of 51 students suc-
cessfully completed their 
studies in the institution 
during the current academic 
year in engineering, science, 
pharmacy, paramedical sci-
ences, nursing and in man-
agement subjects. He ad-
vised the students to join the 
Indian alumni association to 
strengthen the network.

Graduation ceremony for  
foreign students held at GITAM

n	Over 400 students from 25 countries 
pursuing their studies in the institution

n	They are studying various streams at the 
campus, including science and nursing

Foreign students during the graduation ceremony at the GITAM campus on Friday

DHARMANA SUFFERS HUMILIATING 
DEFEAT AT THE HANDS OF TDP DEBUTANT

Chowdari Lakshmana Rao 
Srikakulam

FORMER minister Dhar-
mana Prasada Rao was de-
feated twice at the hands 
of TDP debutants Gunda 

Laxmi Devi and Gondu 
Shankar in 2014 and in 2024 
elections. 

This info is currently 
circulating on WhatsApp 
groups and other social me-
dia platforms here.

Prasada Rao hails from 
Mubagam village in Polaki 
mandal of Narasannapeta 
Assembly constituency. He 
contested in elections for 
the first time from Narasan-
napeta constituency as Con-
gress nominee in 1985 elec-
tions and was defeated by 
the then senior TDP leader 
Simma Prabhakar Rao. 

Later in 1989 elections, 
Prasada Rao won as Con-
gress nominee by defeat-
ing TDP candidate Simma 
Prabhakar Rao. Again in 
1994 elections, Prasada Rao 
was defeated in the hands of 
TDP candidate Baggu Lax-
mana Rao. But in the 1999 
elections. Prasada Rao won 
against his rival TDP candi-
date Baggu Laxmana Rao.

By 2004 elections, Prasada 
Rao was shifted to Srikaku-
lam Assembly constituency 
after fielding his elder broth-
er Dharmana Krishna Das as 
Congress candidate for Nar-

asannapeta constituency. 
From Srikakulam constit-

uency, Dharmana Prasada 
Rao was elected twice as 
Congress candidate in 2004 
and in 2009 elections by de-
feating the TDP candidate 
and former minister Gunda 
Appala Surya Narayana. In 
the two terms, Prasada Rao 
had served as minister for 
revenue and also minister 
for roads and buildings.

However in 2014 elec-
tions, Prasada Rao was de-
feated in the hands of TDP 
debutant Gunda Laxmidevi 
by a margin of 24,131 votes. 

Again in 2019 elections, 
he bounced back and de-
feated TDP’s Gunda Laxmi 
Devi. 

But there have been alle-
gations against Prasada Rao 
that he had encouraged il-
legal land deals and failed to 
resolve issues pertaining to 
the poor and his own com-
munity people during the 
last five years. As a result in 
2024 elections, Prasada Rao 
suffered a humiliating defeat 
at the hands of his TDP rival 
Gondu Shankar.

But for the last five years 
Prasada Rao as MLA and 
as Minister for revenue al-
legedly encouraged illegal 
land deals and other anti 
poor and anti people issues 
with his supporters and his 
own community leaders as 
a result in 2024 elections 
Prasada Rao was defeated 
in an insulting way by the 
TDP led alliance candidate, 
Gondu Shankar. In addi-
tion to winning, Shankar 
achieved a huge majority of 
52,521 votes.

n	Gondu Shankar 

(TDP) beats the 

senior YSRCP 

leader by  a 

margin of over 
52,000 votes

n	Earlier too 

in 2014, the 
then first time 
contestant 
Gunda Laxmidevi 

(TDP) defeated 

Dharmana 

Prasada Rao by  

a margin of 
24,131 votes

Dharmana Prasada Rao Gondu Shankar Gunda Laxmi Devi
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FLAG Officer Commanding 
in Chief, Eastern Naval Com-
mand Vice Admiral Rajesh 
Pendharkar accompanied by 
president of Navy Welfare and 
Wellness Association (ER) 
Sandhya Rao Pendharkar 
visited INS Rajali at Arakko-
nam in Tamil Nadu. The Vice 
Admiral reviewed operational 
preparedness and inspected 
infrastructure and adminis-
trative facilities of the naval air  
station. The ENC Chief in-
teracted with officers, sailors, 
DSC personnel and civil-
ian staff commending them  
on their dedication and  
excellent performance over 
the past year. 

Flag Officer Commanding in Chief, Eastern Naval Command Vice 
Admiral Rajesh Pendharkar interacting with the personnel at INS 
Rajali in Arakkonam

ENC chief reviews Naval 

Air Station INS Rajali

Empowering girls through 
various workshops

Hans News Service 
Visakhapatnam

GIRL Empowerment Mis-
sion (GEM)-2024 initiated by 
NTPC Simhadri as a part of 
its corporate social responsi-
bility activities concluded on 
Friday. This four-week-long 
residential workshop saw ac-
tive participation of 120 girls 
in various programmes from 
nearby villages.

In his address, director 
(Personnel), RINL Suresh 
Chandra Pandey, who attend-
ed as chief guest, encouraged 
the girls to continue striving 
for excellence and dream big.

Congratulating the partici-
pants, Head of Project, NTPC 

Simhadri SK Sinha exhorted 
students to aim high as sky is 
the limit. The four-week-long 
event included workshops 
aiming to engage girl par-
ticipants in various activities 
designed to enhance their ac-
ademic motivation, personal-

ity development, among oth-
ers. As part of its community 
development and education 
drive, NTPC Simhadri offers 
admission to 10 top students 
in Bal Bharti Public School 
annually, providing free edu-
cation up to Class X.

A group of girls performing dance during the Girl Empowerment 
Mission programme organised by the NTPC-Simhadri in Visakhapatnam
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