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How BJP ended
Naveen Patnaik's 24-

year rule in Odisha

In the intricate tapestry of
Indian politics, few states
exhibit the kaleidoscopic shifts
and strategic manoeuvres of
Odisha, where recent
electoral events have unfolded
like a gripping political drama.
At the centre of this narrative
is the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), whose meteoric rise
and triumph have reshaped
Odisha’s political landscape,
heralding a new era of
possibilities and challenges.

The BJP’s victory in Odisha
represents more than just a
numerical win; it symbolises
a seismic shift in power
dynamics, ending a 24-year
reign under Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) chief Naveen Patnaik and
establishing the BJP as a
formidable force in the state’s
politics. With a tally of around
78 out of 147 seats, the BJP’s
ascendancy underscores its
growing clout and strategic
prowess in navigating
complex electoral terrains.

What sets the BJP’s
triumph apart is its ability to
overturn the status quo in a
state long dominated by a
single political entity. Through
a combination of grassroots
engagement, a compelling
development agenda, and
adept exploitation of
leadership vacuums, the BJP
dismantled entrenched
barriers to emerge as a
formidable force in Odisha’s
political landscape.

The party’s success story
is a testament to the power
of strategic planning and
relentless perseverance. By
resonating with the
aspirations of the electorate
and transcending traditional
fault lines, the BJP galvanised
support across diverse
demographics. The
groundwork laid by ground-
level cadres and
organisational machinery

played a pivotal role in turning
the electoral tide in their
favour. Moreover, the BJP’s
stellar performance in both
Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections highlights its
multifaceted appeal and
organisational resilience. The
party’s emphasis on
translating electoral victories
into tangible governance
outcomes promises a new era
of progress and prosperity for
Odisha’s people. However, the
BJP’s triumph also raises
questions and challenges. With
power comes responsibility,
and the party must now fulfil
the lofty expectations of the
electorate, ushering in an era
of inclusive development and
prosperity. The real test lies in
translating electoral success
into concrete developmental
outcomes, ensuring that the
promises made during the
campaign resonate with the
realities of governance. In the
midst of this electoral spectacle,
another figure loomed large: V
Karthikeyan Pandian. The
speculation surrounding
Pandian’s influence and
potential succession stirred the
political pot, providing the BJP
with a narrative to rally support.
The party capitalised on the
situation by highlighting the
need for a political leadership
focused on development rather
than bureaucratic dominance.

The BJP’s strategy to
distance itself from the
controversy surrounding
Pandian and focus on its
development agenda paid
dividends. By presenting a clear
alternative to the ruling BJD, the
BJP garnered significant support
among voters disillusioned with
the status quo. This approach
not only broadened its appeal
but also underscored the party’s
strategic acumen in navigating
Odisha’s complex political
terrain.

How ANC’s loss of parliamentary majority
can herald uncertainty for South Africa

For the first time since the
end of the apartheid era in
1994, the ruling African
National Congress (ANC) has
plummeted below the majority
mark. It has won nearly 40 per
cent of the vote, losing more
than 17 per cent from its
earlier low of 57.2 per cent in
2019. Its seats will fall from
230 in the 400-member
National Assembly to 159. This
means that a coalition era is
now upon South Africa.

There is a two-week
window for parties in
Parliament to come together
to form a government and to
elect a president. The
opposition’s white-dominated,
business-friendly Democratic
Alliance (DA) received 21.8
per cent of the vote, a marginal
increase over 2019. It has 87
seats. This party is now
attracting more support from
Indians and coloureds among
the 28 million South African
voters, 58 per cent of whom
voted. This is the lowest voter
turnout since 1994. The
radical Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF) of former ANC
youth leader Julius Malema
got 9.5 per cent and 39 seats,
a marginal decrease over the
previous election. The biggest
surprise has been that former
President Jacob Zuma moved
away from the ANC,
disappointed with its defiance
of him, and led a party, the
uMkhonto we Sizwe (MK),
which was only set up in
September 2023. The literal

translation of the party’s name
is ‘Spear of the Nation’, which
was what the ANC military
wing was called during the
anti-apartheid struggle. He
has won 14.6 per cent of the
vote and 58 seats. It has
mainly damaged the ANC
since other parties’ positions
have not changed so much.

In the nine regions, the
ANC has won clear majorities
in five. Limpopo (74 per cent),
the Eastern Cape (62 per
cent), North West (59 per
cent), Free State (53 per
cent), and Mpumalanga (52
per cent). In the Western
Cape, the DA has continued its
victories since 2009 and has
a clear majority. In KwaZulu
Natal, dominated by Zulus, the
Zuma-led MK has won 46 per
cent but has not secured a
majority. The ANC has 18 per
cent. This is where Mandela
had earlier allowed the Inkatha
Freedom Party, or Zulus, to
rule. Again, this Zulu-
dominated province, centred
around Durban, is showing
different trends but is unable
to provide a majority. The IFP
increased its seats to 17 from
14 and could have a say in
coalitions.

In two other provinces,
Gauteng (36 per cent) and
some of the Northern Cape
(49 per cent) the ANC leads
but does not have a majority.
Therefore, in at least three
provinces, besides the
national government,
coalitions would be required.

South Africa has a
proportional representation
system chosen that brings
inclusivity, is considered
simple, and could also
encourage coalition
governments. Here, people
select a party in 10 multi-
member constituencies. Nine
of them are corelated and the
same as the nine provinces,
which elect 200 seats to the
400-seat parliament. Seats
are distributed in proportion to
the votes a party secures. The
lower house has 400 seats,
and the upper house, the
National Council of Provinces,
has 90 seats, 10 from each of
the nine provinces. The
members of the upper house
are nominated by each
provincial legislature, much
like India’s Rajya Sabha.

However, the National
Assembly, unlike the Lok
Sabha, is based on the votes
gathered by a party and not
by a single first-past-the-post

winner. Each party has a
national ballot and a regional
ballot, where they choose the
MPs through the national or
regional lists. Half the seats,
200, are regional seats and
are filled by regional ballots
and regional lists. The other
200 are national seats and are
filled by national votes and
lists. Once the vote count is
converted into the number of
seats won, this process is first
conducted on a regional basis
and then on a national basis.
The process is not as simple
as it sounds, as it requires
calculations, which is why
perhaps the election results
took several days after the
close of the polls. The MK is
keen to challenge these in
court. In August 2023, the
Democratic Alliance entered
into a pre-poll arrangement
called the multi-party charter
with the Inkatha Freedom
Party and a few other parties
to challenge the 30-year

governance of the ANC. The
weakness of the ANC has led
to the emergence of the
Economic Freedom Fighters
and the MK, which are ANC
splinters.

Zuma left the ANC in
December 2023 as he was
facing corruption charges, and
felt that the party was not
adequately backing him. He
accused the ANC of becoming
a front for white capitalists,
and his party, the MK, is
named after the military wing
of the ANC during the anti-
apartheid period. Zuma was
disallowed from contesting the
elections, but that did not
prevent his MK from securing
14.6 per cent of the vote. The
experience of coalitions at
local levels has not been
successful, but the main
challenges are the levels of
unemployment and perceived
inequality. Estimates are that
between 33 and 42 per cent
of South Africa’s working-age
population is unemployed,
which is perhaps the highest
unemployment rate globally.
As much as 61 per cent of
those in the 15–24 age group
are unemployed.

The Social Policy Institute
Initiative believes that 24
million out of a population of
60 million in South Africa are
either unemployed or barely
surviving. For better
employment, South African
GDP needs to grow by 6 per
cent a year which it has not
attained for over a decade. In

2023, its growth rate was 2
per cent and for the next five
years, a growth rate of
between 1 and 2 per cent is
expected.

South Africa seems ill-
prepared for a coalition era.
The ANC did not expect such
a massive dip in its fortunes,
especially at the hands of
Zuma. Its coalition options boil
down to the investor-friendly
DA or to the Zuma-led MK; the
EFF does not have enough to
provide the ANC with a
majority unless the IFP joins
the EFF and ANC to keep Zuma
and the DA out. Given the state
of the South African economy,
they need reform and
investor-friendly policies.
These will not come from the
EFF or even from the MK,
which were the radical parts
of the ANC. Zuma’s condition
that they will only talk to an
ANC minus Cyril Ramaphosa
does not seem to gel with the
ANC. Having just lost its
majority, the ANC would
perhaps be unwill ing to
undergo a leadership change
at the behest of Zuma. The
most probable coalition may be
between the ANC and DA,
which have a broadened vote
base beyond white populations
and an investor-friendly
agenda. The major points of
difference are that Ramaphosa
wants his health reforms and
black empowerment to be non-
negotiable, which the DA
believes the country can ill-
afford.

Aakash Educational Services
Ahmedabad become top scorers in NEET

Ahmedabad, Aakash
Educational Services Limited
(AESL), the national leader in
test preparatory services,
proudly announces the
outstanding achievement of 21
of its students from Ahmedabad
who scored700 and abovein the
prestigious NEET UG 2024
examination. This remarkable
feat is a testament to their hard
work, dedication, and the high-
quality coaching provided by
AESL. The results were
announced by the National
Testing Agency (NTA). Notable
students who score over 700 are
Harvey Patel who secured AIR
81 by scoring 715, Mithil secured
AIR 308 by scoring 711, Abhishek
Shukla secured AIR 338 by
scoring 711, Meet Shah
secured AIR 346 by scoring 711,

Chintan Jani secured AIR 547 by
scoring 710, Meenal Goplani
secured AIR 796 by scoring 706,
Aditi Singh secured AIR 892 by
scoring 705 and Devansh Garela
secured AIR 1025 by scoring
705 amongst others. The
studentsenrolled in AESL's
classroom program to prepare
for NEET, widely regarded as one
of the toughest entrance exams
globally. They attribute their
remarkable success to their
rigorous understanding of
concepts and strict adherence to
a disciplined study schedule. "We
are grateful that Aakash has
helped us with both for the
content and coaching from AESL,
we would not have grasped
many concepts in different
subjects in a short period of time,"
the students expressed.(20-4)

Press Statement by BJP National
President Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda

Hon’ble Bhartiya Janata
Party National President Shri
Jagat Prakash Nadda
addressed the media after the
seventh and final phase of
voting in the Lok Sabha
elections on Saturday and
expressed that today the
seventh and final phase of
voting in the biggest election
festival of India - the world's
largest democracy, has been
completed.  On behalf of the
BJP, I express my heartfelt
thanks and gratitude to the
Election Commission of the
country for the successful
conduct of this election. The
Election Commission has
brought this great festival of
democracy to its conclusion
with full strength. The Election
Commission of India conducts
such a big election in such a
smooth manner, which is a
subject of research for the
whole world. I also especially
thank the lakhs of election
workers who made a
significant contribution to
making the voting successful
on the ground and the security

personnel who maintained law
and order during the entire
election. Shri Nadda
expressed “I also thank the
aware voters of the country
who voted in all seven phases
despite the scorching heat in
this festival of democracy and
salute them for making this
great festival of elections a
success. Along with this, I also
thank the new voters who
have become a part of this
festival of democracy by
exercising their vote for the
first time.” Hon'ble National
President expressed gratitude
towards the Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
Ji, highlighting his relentless
dedication in leading millions
of Bharatiya Janata Party
karyakartas in conducting
extensive public outreach and
encouraging voter
participation. I extend my
heartfelt gratitude to the
Hon’ble Prime Minister for his
tireless efforts. Additionally, I
wish to thank the millions of
party karyakartas for their
active involvement in the
electoral campaign. Under
the leadership of Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi Ji, tireless endeavours
were made to ensure the
success of the democratic
festival.


