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Rainfall
pounds Ooty;
water enters

houses

Times News NETwoRK

Udhagamandalam: Ooty
resembled a pool as heavy
rain lashed the tourist re-
treat on Saturday Traffic
came to a grinding halt at
several places because of
waterlogging.

Ooty registered 57.3mm
of rainfall for nearly two
hoursbetweenllamandlpm
on the day. Except for Ooty
and Cherangode, which re-
corded a rainfall of 17Tmm,
none other areas in the Nil-
girisreceived any rain.

Places such as Commer-
cial Road, Garden Road, Oo-
ty main bus stand, Kandal
area and Charing Cross
complex were badly hit by
waterlogging.  Rainwater
mixed with sewage also en-
tered several houses in Kan-
dal area.

Ward 25 at Kandal was
badly affected by the rain.
Ward councillor Geetha
staged a silent protest on the
road, urging the municipal-
ity authorities to desilt the
storm water drains in her
ward. “I have been raising
this issueat the past 30 coun-
cilmeetings, butin vain. An-
otherdrainage lineisalsodi-
verted through my ward. At
least 20 houses in the ward
were surrounded by water
today (Saturday),” the DMK
councillorsaid.

An activist, meanwhile,
urged the municipality to
concentrate on  monsoon
preparations.

Ramakrishnan, a local
resident, said, “Only three
main roads are passing
through the town, that too
for a stretch of three kilo-
metres each. Most of the lo-
cations were flooded today
(Saturday). Yegaraj, Ooty
municipality commission-
en; said they had desilted the
storm water drains in Kan-
dal area.

un4 WI“ USher a hew dawn’ Tamil Nadu’s commercial tax

CM: INDIA
- Stands On
. The Cusp Of
. Victory

Times News NETwoRK

Chennai: Atatime when IN-
DIA bloc leaders are meeting
in New Delhi, chief minister
M K Stalin said INDIA bloc
leaders exposed the false im-
age of BJP. “Through relent-
less campaigning, the lead-
ers of INDIA bloc have dis-
mantled the false image the
BJP created in the public
sphere. Our #INDIA bloc,
formed to defeat the 10-year
fascistregimeof the BJPand

save India. has met theexpec-
tations of the people and
stands on the cusp of victo-
1y, Stalin said on X. “June 4
will usher in a new dawn for
India,” said Stalin

“It (INDIA bloc) has ral-
lied a formidable coalition of
democratic forces against
the BJE, which thought there
was nobody to challenge
them. This alliance now of-
fers hope to all Indians in the
electoralarena,” Stalin said.

With just three days left
for counting, INDIA bloc
leaders met in Delhi. There
was criticism against DMK
that Stalin skipped the meet-
ing and only party MP and
treasurer T R Baalu attended
themeeting.

Stalin said, “With just
three days remaining until
our impending victory, [ urge

There was criticism
against DMK that
Stalin skipped the
meeting and only
party MP and
treasurer T R Baalu
attended it

our cadre to remain vigilant
during the wvote counting
process.” He said June 4
wouldmark the beginning of
anew dawn for India.

Meanwhile, there was a
meeting of DMK district see-
retaries and booth level
agents through video confer-
ence. DMK organisation sec-
retary R 8 Bharthi gave in-
structions to functionaries
on how tostay vigilantand to
check the details in Form
17C.

After the meeting, Bhar-
thi, speaking to reporters at
DMK headquarters Anna
Arivalayvam, said the party
had already held five phases
of training sessions for booth
level agents and in this vir-
tual meeting, instructions
were given on how tostay vig-
ilantduring counting.

“BJP is capable of doing
anything to win the election.
So, DMK which has high
chanees of victory need to
stay vigilant. We have strug-
gled hard. Ourchief minister
had toured the state to cam-
paign for our candidates. We
can't afford to lose,” Bharthi
said. He criticized Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
meditation in Kanyakumari
by questioning the presence
of cameras during medita-
tion.

Tines News NETWORK

Chennai: Revenue from
commercial tax in Tamil Na-
du has registered an increa-
se, from 285,606.4 crore in
2020-21to 71,26,005.92 crore in
the2023-24 fiscal year, aspera
statement from the state
Zovt.

The govt attributed this
growth to simplified tax pay-
ment options and enhanced
online portals and systems,
resulting in an additional
740,399.5 crore over three ye-
ars under the DMK admini-
stration, compared to the te-
nure of the preceding Al-
ADMEK govt.

The Samadhan Scheme,
introduced in 2023, was high-
lighted for aiding in the sett-

Will win historic number of
seats in TN, says L. Murugan

Tines News NETWORK

Madurai: BJP will win an unex-
pected and historic number
of seats in Tamil Nadu in the
Lok Sabha elections, Union
minister of state (MoS) for
information and broadcas-
ting L Murugan claimed on
Saturday. He reiterated that
NDA will win more than 400
constituencies overall.
Hewas speaking to repor-
ters after offering prayers at
Meenakshi Sundareswarar
temple here. Murugan said
peopleof Indiaare witnessto
the growth of the country
over the past 10 years and
support for PM Modi can be
seen everywhere. “The IN-
DIA alliance will not benefit
the country in any way and
will struggle to win even 100
seats. There is no unity inthe
alliance. We hearing news of
leaders like M K Stalin and
Mamta Banerjee not atten-

Murugan said
people of India are
witness to the
growth of the
country over the
past 10 years and
support for PM
Modi can be seen
everywhere

ding the alliance meeting,”
headded.

Onopposition leaders cri-
ticising PM Modi’s medita-
tion in Kanyakumari being
given media coverage, Muru-
gan said the PM had been me-
ditating from a young age.
“Likeasageorrishi, heisme-
ditating for the well-being of
all,” he said. To a question,
the Mo8 said Modi never pro-
mised to depositRs 15 lakhin
every bank account but it
was aclaim fabricated by me-
dia and opposition. “BJP has

been working towards elimi-
nating black money and we
saw those with black money
ending up in jail during the
past 10 years. Rise in digital
transactions is gradually
curbing black money. In the
next term, BJPwilleradicate
corruption completely,” he
said.

Earlier, at Tuticorin air-
port, Murugan said law and
order in Tamil Nadu was de-
teriorating and chief mini-
ster Stalin was not acting.
“Police failed to act for two
days in the case where a
Congress councillor and
others assaulted a youth in
Mettupalayam leading to his
hospitalisation. He had only
asked why a ward was not be-
ing cleaned. Real culprits are
being protected under DMK
government rule while You-
Tubers are getting arrested
for posting content online,”
he added.

Two pet dogs bite

12-year-old boy

Times News NeTwonk

Chennai: Inanother pet Rott-
weiler attack on a child, a
Class VIII student, Gerald, in
Puzhal was mauled on Satur-
day, leaving him badly inju-
red on the ear, face, chest and
the back. Police said Gerald
was on his way to his grand-
mother's house when the un-
leashed dog attacked him ata
street in Lakshmi Puram ne-
arPuzhal in the afternoon.
Two domestic pets, inclu-
ding a Rottweiler pounced on
the boy The dog chased and
bit him repeatedly. On hea-
ring his sereams, his family
members rushed to rescue
him, while the dogowner also
rushed to the scene to control
the dogs. After struggling for
a couple of minutes, the boy
was rescued and admitted to
the private hospital in Tea-
cher’s Colony in Kolathur.
“We gave him injections

to cover tetanus and rabies,
besides immunoglobulin. He
has sutures for the chin and
ear injuries,” a duty doctor
said.

Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration veterinary officer Ka-
mal Hussain said that the
dogs will be relocated to a
shelter assigned by the Tamil
Nadu Animal Welfare Board
or Blue Cross on Sunday mor-
ning. “We will also check if
the dogs were vaccinated and
have a pet license.” On May 6,
a five-year-old child, Suraks-
ha, and her mother, Sonia, 25,
were attacked by two Rottwei-
ler dogs in a Chennai Corpo-
ration park in Nungambak-
kam at Thousand Lights poli-
ce

The govt attributed
this growth to
simplified tax
payment options and
enhanced online
portals and systems,
resultingin an
additional 740,399.5
crore over three
years under the DMK
administration

lement of arrears related to
tax, penalty, and interest.
Launched on Oct 16, 2023, the
schemefacilitated thewaiver
of tax dues up to 250,000.

The commercial taxes de-
partment reported that
224789 crore was collected in

tax dues exceeding 50,000,
the highest amount collected
compared to previous sche-
mes. The department inves-
ted 262 crore in infrastructu-
re and administrative re-
forms.

A tax research unit estab-
lished on Dec 30, 2023 provi-
dedinsights that led to an ad-
ditional ¥510.08 crore under
the integrated goods and ser-
vicetax in March this year

Collaborating with IIT
Hyderabad on data analytics
to examine revenue losses,
the department generatedan
extra ¥129.77 crore in the past
four months, the statement
added. The govt also noted a
reduction in petrol taxes in
2021, which lowered petrol
prices by 3 per litre.

revenue up to %1,26,005 crore

TOI's #PredictThePoll contest

Share your election result estimates
and win exciting rewards!
The countdown to results day has started and you too can WIN
big this time ! Participate in TOI's Predict the poll contest by

guessing the seat tally for each of alliances. The seats should
total up to 543
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AICTE comes up
with Al cert course

to train engg faculty

a7 . Corporate Office; ICIC| Home Finance Company Limited [CICI HFC
ICICI Home Finance | Tower, Andheri - Kurla Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400059, India
Branch Office: 2nd floor, No: 75 D, Laxmi Vaults, Plot - A-8, Salai Road, Thillai Nagar, Tiruchirappalli- 620018
[See proviso to rule 8(8)]
Notice for sale of immovable assets
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Berrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the
below described immovable property morigaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession
of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd., will be sold on “As is
whereis”, “As is whatis”, and “Whatever there is”, as per the brief pariculars given hereunder;
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emerging areas. “Getting
qualified faculty members
to teach Al, data science is
abigchallenge. Upskilling
also comes with a big cost
as the course fee for each
faculty member costs 72
lakh to ¥4 lakh,” said R M
Kishore, vice-chairman of
RMEK Engineering Col-
lege.

Colleges have also re-
quested Anna University
to accept core engineering
facultyas Alfacultyaftera
certification programme.
“While trainingfaculty we
are also trying to hire in-
dustry experts as profes-
sors of practice,” said Ab-
hay Meganathan, vice-
chairman of Rajalakshmi
Groupof Institutions.

bers under quality im-
provement programimes.
After computer sci-
ence engineering, Al and
data science is the second
most sought after course
in Tamil Nadu colleges
this vear. However, lack of
trained faculty members
in emerging areas re-
mainsaconcern.
Forthe2024-25 academ-
ic year, adding more than
25,000 seats in emerging
areas by engineering col-
legesin thestateisalsoex-
pected to worsen the situa-
tion. “AICTE's new PG cer-
tificate programme in
emerging areas for faculty
membersincoreengineer-
ing disciplines can help to
overcome the shortage of
faculty,"saild VE Annama- Those like PSG College
lai, principal of SSN Col- of Technology are trying
lege of Engineering. to tap their alumni :
Faculty membersfrom  strength. “Our alumni are P e
mechanical, civil, electri- working in many emerg- - TeoLE:
cal and electronicsdepart-  ing areas. We also start
ments with a minimum new programmes only af-
five years of experience ter making sure resources
can apply forprogrammes  are available within a de-
such as Al, data science, partment to run them,”
robotics, [oT, cyber physi- said KPrakasan,principal
cal systems, virtual real- of PSG Collegeof Technol-
ity machine learning. The ogy, Coimbatore.
duration of these hybrid Some principals said
programmes offeredby In-  the issue may get worse as
dian Institutesof Technol- most computer science
ogy (IITs) is six months graduatesgetplacedatUG
and they will be offered at  level and very few opt for
freeof cost.Thelasidateto  PGcourses.
apply isonJuneéb. Anna University vice-
From upskilling their chancellor R Velraj said
faculty members to hiring  the university will try to
industry experts, engi- addressshortage of facul-
neering colleges are try- ty after considering all as-
ing various ways to teach  pects.

The enline auction will be conducted on website (URL Link- https://BestAuctionDeal.com) of our auction
agency Globe Tech. The Mortgagors/ notice are given a last chance to pay the total dues with further interest
till July 09, 2024 before 05:00 PM else these secured assets will be sold as per above schedule.
The Prospective Bidder(s) must submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) RTGS/ Demand Draft (DD) (Refer
Column E) at ICICI Home Finance Company Limited, 2nd floor, No: 75 D, Laxmi Vaults, Plot - A-8, Salai
Read, Thillai Nagar, Tiruchirappalli - 620018 on or before July 09, 2024 before 04:00 PM. The Prospective
Bidder(s) must also submit signed copy of Registration Form & Bid Terms and Conditions form at ICICl Home
Finance Company Limited, 2nd floor, No: 75 D, Laxmi Vaults, Plot - A-8, Salai Road, Thillai Nagar,
Tiruchirappalli - 620018 on or before July 09, 2024 before 05.00 PM. Earnest Money Depaosit Demand Draft
(DD} should be from a Nationalized/Scheduled Bank in faver of “ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd.-
Auction” payable at Thanjavur.
For any further clarifications with regards to inspection, terms and conditions of the auction or submission of
tenders, kindly contact ICICI Home Finance Company Limited on 9920807300 or our Sales & Marketing
Partner NexXen Solutions Private Limited.
The Authorized Officer reserves the right to reject any or all the bids without furnishing any further reasons.
For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please visit https:/fwww.icicihfc.com/
Date : June 02, 2024
\Fh'la ce : Thanjavur
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first: TNCC to Election Commission

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Congress president K Selvaperun- S T :
thagai on Saturday asked the Election Commission of In- e '
dia (ECI) to ensure that postal votes were counted first be- e e .

forecounting votes polled in EVMs. Speaking to reporters,
Selvaperunthagai said, “There are reports that the ECI is
planning tocount the postal ballot votes at theend after the
completion of counting of votes polled in the EVMs. The
procedure is against the law as in 2021 too the postal votes
werecounted first in the morning and only then they went
for votes polled in EVMSs."” Selvaperunthagai alleged that
counting of postal votes at the end was part of “a larger -
plan™ of the BJP to win in the constituencies where the
winning margin is around 10,000 to 15,000 votes. tuu
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