¢ AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY :

NEW ORLEANS CANALS

For centuries, most New Orleanians believed the drainage canals that cut through their neighborhoods
were allies against Mother Nature. But when Hurricane Katrina hit. the allies proved to be turncoats.

THE FIRST PLAN = &n esoty proposal shows avery souara in Mew Orkeane barderad by dramapa dilohes,
all byng inko & larger canal that circles e sattiement and redirects ramwater and sewage inbo swamps
Ereyorid The city.
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HOERK DRAWABE = 21 the turm of e cantury, The city embarks on a 15 gear, 327 milion
praject that waukd creste the world's most athvanced drainage systam i woud nchide
T miles of canals and an mnoyvativa seres of locally dezignad sorew pumps. Elemants of
thie system are shilin wss foday
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GROWING WITH THE GITY = A= Mo Crlecres corlirmess 10 orain ouliying, seaempes, the cearal sestam is expaned
1o serve nesw desetopments, By now it contains more than 150 miles of canals, mosf of which are covered,
I merias of hurmicanes Soon aepoees & mapr weaknes:, pe slorm surga loews up Ui canals into e cily.
Tne Tecbaral gorerniment eveniuaEly sssumes responsibiliny Tor ensuring the liooding doesn't recar
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LEVEE FIHLY - The deckion fa line the canalks with kvaes snd floodacls
2 005 irtaad of buikiing an array of Moodsales iow appesrs Bolhardy aftar
the flocdwalls failed dbinng Hurricane Katring Twa of the three autfal

camnils sustained mejor breachas (hat daimed soores of [ies, dasiroged
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J. RAPHAZARD SYSTEM = & tha cily grows. sodoss ils systam ol canaks. s naghborhoods
are carded out, resigents band ogether be oig canals b ferry wates avway from their
homas taward Lake Porlchertiram
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DRAIMING THE SWAMP = City officiaks gel seroes aboul storm dranese. & sarias of smaler carels are crested
1o fieedd it Hhres msjor anes: London Avenue, Oresre dyanue and what would later be callsd 17Hh Sireat
O offic il wrpes thal pornging slations be placed & the Bl o presend Soom surge Trom Mosang ke the cily.
But no one lsters. Mesmahiie, ity afficiss turm B e canals for & ness mission, Witk the high ground a1
devstlomed, thay see ha seamp between sellkd arass and Laks Ponichartirain 25 & rew sounts of B
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TORAY'S SYSTEM = The modern system o ol 5258 mies ol drarsga pipas, 170
miks of canals and maere than 20 pumping stalians, The thoselares outial canas ramain
The major condulls for ramowing watar, Whanihe ey Cofps ol ERgnearsagsests .
placing Meodgates at the end of thase canak, the city — worrisd aboit thedmpact on® o= @

the gystam’s abiity 10 puinp oul Fainwaker -~ objects. The Gty prevails, and a system ol B
canal levers and fioodweals are boll, II.
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