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The earthquake, it soon 
became apparent, was 
indeed an omen, though  
one auguring not New  
York’s doom, but its 
resurrection. Just three 
months later, on February 
23, 1784, a small newspaper 
advertisement appeared  
in the New-York Packet.  

A number of respectable 
gentlemen, it read, wished to 
“establish a bank” to get  
New York back on its feet. 
Potential investors were 
encouraged to attend a meeting  
at the Merchants’ Coffee House 
the following evening at 6 p.m. 
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had arrived, and change was in the air. As early as 
1884, the Bank’s centenary, nearly a third of its 
shares were held by women, who in turn made up 
more than forty percent of its stockholders.15
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