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Control Flight Time Mating of Queen Honey Bees.
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2

Italian line Caucasian line
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3

Entrance on 

Free Flight

Entrance on

Queen Excluder

Inner Lid
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Ideal cell placement
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5 North facing aspect for last evening sun.
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77 Mating boxes, 308 units
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7

Italian drones

No burr or 

brace comb

Honey weight only of 10 frame Ideal.
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9

3 year old

queen mother

Clean queen

excluder trait
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1300 Drone comb 2000 Drone comb
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11

1300 Drone comb 2000 Drone comb

Assembled drone hive.
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Drone Hive Spaced drone

combs and brood
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Cell Builder Cell Bar Queen Excluder

Division

Queen

Right

Section
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9 Day old queen cells
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15

Cells in incubator Allocated cells in mating box cages

16

Mating box

queen list

Spare virgin queen duplicate cells
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17

Left over queen cells to be destroyed

18

Accumulated brood and

bees ready for dividing

Weighed and

sorted honey
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19

Mating boxes ready to receive

brood, bees and honey

Accumulated brood and bees being divided

for mating boxes

20 Mating box units being made up
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21

Loaded mating boxesLeft over bees and brood ready for spare virgin queens

22

Numerical order of

mating boxes and cells
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23

Placing queen cells

in mating boxes

24
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25

Duplicate cells to 

replace any losses

Mating boxes in CFTM complex ready for 22.5 hour night
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27

Monitoring for last drone returns of the day

28
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28

29

Virgin queen leaving

Mated queen returning home
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30

Clipping queen’s wings First progeny

31

CFTM 

mating 

results

Queens sorted 

into sister groups
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Load of bees

32 Hives to be requeened with new generation of queens


